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Classification of Resins and Plastics 


Many reports indicate that exporters 
are having difficulties in determining 
proper Schedule-B classifications for 
certain synthetic resins and plastics ma- 
terials. 

The complexity of these products and 
the continued introduction 6f new types 
make this a difficult problem. To help 
exporters obtain the proper Schedule-B 
classification for their commodities, OIT 
offers the following information: 

Proper classification by B number re- 
quires, first, knowledge of the basic raw 
materials or composition of the mate- 
rial. Major groups of resins and plas- 
tics which are classified in Schedule B 
according to composition are: Ester 
gums, styrene and styrene copolymer 
resins, alkyd resins, vinyl type resins, 
tar-acid resins, and urea and melamine 
resins. 

Resins and plastics not classifiable 
in one of these major groups are prop- 
erly classified under No. 825910 or 
825950, which cover synthetic resins not 
elsewhere classified. 

Cellulose plastic materials are classi- 
fied under the series of Nos. 826150 
to 826560. Cellulose nitrate, wet-down 
or plasticized, is classified under 832700. 
Unplasticized forms of cellulose ethers 
and esters are industrial chemicals and 
are classified under 832810 and 832890, 
respectively. . 

Secondly, within major groups further 


classification is in accordance with the 
form of the product, .e.g., liquid resins, 
molding powders, extrusion forms, rods, 
sheet, and tubes. For example, No. 
825910 listed above covers only molding 
and extrusion compounds, including 
scrap. : 

Other forms of these synthetic resins, 
such as film, monofilaments, bristles, 
liquid and coating resins, rods, and 
sheets are classified under 825950. Lami- 
nated plastics are of special importance, 
and as a result laminates of all resins 


and plastics have been classified under 
Nos. 826010 and 826050. 


One main difficulty in classificateon 
stems from the general practice of using 
trade names for these products. Many 
trade names give no indication of the 
basic raw materials and in certain cases 
a given trade name covers two or more 
chemically distinct types of plastics. 


Difficulty is also encountered because 
of the introduction of new products not 
already listed in Schedule B. It is nec- 
essary before appropriate classification 
can be arrived at to know the compo- 
sition and form of the product. 


Exporters may check with Depart- 
ment of Commerce Field Offices, Ex- 
porters Service Section in Washington, 
or with the Foreign Trade Division, Bu- 
reau of the Census, on Schedule B clas- 
sifications and related licensing con- 
trols. 
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IBRD Survey Mission 
In British Guiana 


A general economic survey mission or- 
ganized by the International Bank for 
Reconstruction and Development is in 
British Guiana to undertake a study of 
the territory’s economic potentialities. 
The mission will make recommendations 
designed to help the Government formu- 
late and carry out a long-term develop- 
ment program. 

The mission, organized at the request 
of the Governor of British Guiana, ar- 


rived in Georgetown on February 1 and 
is expected to stay in British Guiana 
about 6 weeks. 

The mission’s chief is a member of 
the Bank’s Department of Operations 
for the Western Hemisphere. The mis- 
sion also includes two other members of 
the Bank’s staff; a consultant on water 
resources; a transportation expert; and 
three agricultural specialists. The Food 
and Agriculture Organization nominated 
the agricultural specialists and is shar- 
ing the cost of their services. Three of 
the mission members are American, two 


are British, two are Dutch, and one is 
French, 
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PET Tere 


SULFUR PRODUCTS consumption 
in Panama increased in 1952, according 
to the Ministry of Agriculture, Com- 
merce, and Industries. Use of these 


products is estimated to approach 220,- 
000 pounds in each of the 2 years. The 
increase is attributed principally to the 
greater use of sea salt mixed with sul 
fur in dusts for livestock, 
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ECONOMIC CONDITIONS ABROAD 





IK. Coal Production Strikes Deter Japanese Industry; 
Still on Upward Trend Export Trade Continues Decline 


British miners produced more coal in 
7952 than in any year since 1939. Ont- 
put reached 226,500,000 tons, some 3,- 
600,000 tons greater than in 1951. Of 
the 1952 production, 10,500,000 tons were 
obtained by the men working on Satur- 
days, and 12,200,000 tons from open-cast 
mining. 

Though there was no really large 
strike in 1952, small stoppages, slow- 
downs, and Saturday wage protest bans 
accounted for a loss of 1,390,000 tons of 
coal. Ninety percent of this loss was in 
Scotland and the Northeastern and 
Southwestern divisions; in 1951 these di- 
visions accounted for 85 percent of the 
loss. This was the second largest amount 
of coal lost through labor disputes since 
nationalization; the greatest loss was in 
1947, the year of the Grimethrope strike. 
' A very encouraging sign in 1952 was 
the fact that manpower rose by 22,000 
workers, an unusually large number of 
whom were juveniles. 


Domestic Supplies Improve 

In addition to this upturn in coal 
production there was a marked de- 
cline in home consumption. Inland con- 
sumption in 1952 was approximately 
2,000.000 tons below the 1951 level, 
largely because of the decrease in indus- 
trial activity. The textile and clothing 
industries consumed 1,000,000 tons less 
than in 1951, and the paper and chem- 
ical industries each used about 400,000 
tons less. 

Britain was therefore able to face 
the oncoming winter season with stocks 
at a really satisfactory level; at the be- 
ginning of November distributed coal 
Stocks totaled 19,500,000 tons as com- 
pared with 16,800,000 in 1951 and 15,- 
500,000 in 1950. 

Improved domestic supplies have en- 
abled Britain to curtail its coal import 
program; imports dropped from the rec- 
ord high of 1,226,000 tons in 1951 to 
320,000 tons in 1952. Exports rose from 
the 1951 low level of 7,807,000 tons 
to 11,751,000 tons. This increase in ex- 
ports was reflected in the upturn in 
shipments to Denmark, Italy; France, 
and Sweden. 

Britain’s miners have failed to renew 
the agreement, which ends in April, to 
work on Saturdays. The importance of 
@ renewal is evident from the fact that 
Saturday output has approximated total 
exports. Such output is especially need- 
ed this year, for the miners will be tak- 
ing an extra week’s vacation. 

It appears likely that the decision 
to work the Saturday shift will largely 
hinge on the outcome of the wage ne- 
gotiations being held by the National 


Coal Board and the National Union of 
‘Mineworkers, 
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Strikes in the coal, electric power, and other industries, together 
with an accentuated decline in exports dominated the Japanese economy 


during November. 


These developments more than offset the influence of seasonal 
stimulants which otherwise should have sustained a high level of eco- 


nomic activity in Japan. 

Income from the autumn harvest, 
heavy Treasury disbursements, and sub- 
stantial increases in yen sales to Ameri- 
can personnel were reflected in a rise of 
16- percent in department-store sales. 
However, with strikes as the primary 
deterrent, production in manufacturing 
industries declined 3.5 percent from the 
postwar peak of October; railway 
freight tonnage dropped 9 percent; and 
new construction activity decreased ap- 
proximately 10 percent. 


Although the effects of the strikes 
were not critical in terms of losses in 


production, it is reported that they 
caused substantial indirect financial 
losses, apart from losses in wages, from 
higher production costs, for example, 
employment of night shifts to maximize 
the use of available electric power; de- 
lays in deliveries; and increases in 
rejects. 


Coal Output Drops 46 Percent 


The most direct effect of the coal 
strike was a drop of 46 percent in 
November production of coal. A re- 
duction in the generation of hydro- 
electric power was attributed to season- 
ally low waterflow as well as to strikes 
in that industry. This was partially 
counteracted, however, by an increase 
in thermal-generated power made pos- 
sible by substantial stocks of coal held 
by the industry. 

There were declines in all major cate- 
gories of manufacturing with the ex- 
ception of foodstuffs, freight cars and, 
of lesser importance, printing, precision 
instruments, and leather products. The 
most pronounced decreases occurrred in 
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chemicals, metals, general machinery, 
motor vehicles, and bicyclés. 


The decline in manufacturing regis- 
tered by the production index was not 
severe when consideration is given to 
the protracted strikes and the shorten- 
ing of the over-all working month be# 
cause of holidays. It would have been 
more pronounced except for the avail- 
ability of large stockpiles of coal ac- 
cumulated prior to the coal strike. 

Moreover, production indexes are com- 
puted largely on the basis of returns 
from the major manufacturers, a num- 
ber of whom were able to utilize captive 
power plants. It is estimated that re- 
ductions in production among the small 
manufacturers were considerable. 


Export Downtrend Serious 


The fall of 5.1 percent in November 
merchandise exports brought the down- 
trend since February to 28.3 percent, 
The seriousness of this situation is in- 
dicated by the fact that the merchan- 
dise trade imbalance for the March- 
November period was two-thirds of the 
total commodity exports and by an un- 
broken deterioration in the terms of 
trade since July. 


At $90.6 million, merchandise exports 
for November were the lowest for 1952. 
The most pronounced declines were in 
textiles, with cotton yarn down 54 per- 
cent, and in textile machinery, marine 
products, and toys. There were increases 
in fish and whale oil, copper, glass and 
glassware, and iron and steel. 

The reduction of 4.7 percent in mer- 
chandise imports was spread over a 
wide range. In terms of value it was 
most significant in sugar, iron ore, soy- 
beans, raw cotton, hides, and skins. 

Although total foreign exchange re- 
ceipts increased in November, they were 
again exceeded by payments, largely 
because of the retarding effect of the 
declines in receipts from visible ex- 
ports to the dollar and sterling areas, 
An outstanding development was the 
deficit of $26.5 million in receipts from 
sterling visibles, making a total deficit 
of $54.1 million since August, when pay- 
ments began to exceed receipts. Total 
invisible receipts and payments for No- 
vember were higher than usual be- 
cause of the redemption and purchase 
of British Treasury bills. 

The terms of trade declined an ad- 
ditional 2.8 percent (6.1 percent since 


(Continued on Page 17) 
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Good Coffee Sales Contribute to 
Greater Prosperity in Colombia 


The year 1952 was one of heightened prosperity throughout 
Colombia. Business, financial, and Government officials were unanimous 
in their favorable estimates. of the economic activity and accomplish- 


ments. 


To a great extent the improvement stemmed from the good sales 


of coffee, the country’s chief export. 
Coffee sales for export exceeded 5,000,- 
000 sixty-kilogram bags in 1952 as 
compared with 4,700,000 in 1951; the 
approximate-value rose from $354,300,- 
000 to $380,000,000. 

Indications are that corporate profits, 
including those of the banks, were very 
good in the second half of 1952. Paid- 
in ‘capital of new corporations during 
the year totaled 70,000,000 pesos (1 
peso = approximately $0.40), increases 
in capital of existing firms were 53,000,- 
000 pesos, and authorizations for new 
issues of stocks totaled 91,000,000 pesos. 
These figures do not include foreign in- 
vestment. Entries of foreign capital, 
excluding loans, totaled $40,000,000, ap- 
proximately the same as in 1951. 


Development Programs Continue 


Colombia continued its development 
programs with the aid of foreign loans. 
Prominent new programs instituted 
during the past year were the construc- 
tion of the Magdalena Railroad, in- 
volving a $25,000,000 loan from the 
International Bank for Reconstruction 
and Development; the Cantimplora-La 
Dorada pipeline, involving an invest- 
ment of $3,000,000 by the International 
Petroleum Co. in the National Petro- 
leum Co. of Colombia; a coal washing 
plant at Cali, and railroad equipment 
and loading facilities at the Pacific port 
of Buenaventura, backed by a loan of 
$3,000,000 by the Banque de Paris et des 
Pays-Bas; and a nationwide road build- 
ing campaign partially financed by a 
$16,500,000 loan from the International 
Bank for Reconstruction and Develop- 
ment. 

In. addition, during the past year 
Colombia made strides in the fields of 
irrigation and drainage, power, health, 
welfare, and housing developments. 

also was made in construction 
. of the Paz de Rio steel plant. 


Textile Market Recovers 


The Colombian textile industry re- 
covered from the 1951 slump; sales 
improved and inventories declined. The 
Government provided an additional 
stimulus to the industry through a 
measure which added to the list of 
prohibited imports practically all tex- 
tiles not previously included. The Office 
of- Exchange Registry has estimated 
that the new legislation will result 
in a conservation of vital foreign .ex- 
change” amounting to approximately 
$12,000,000 annually. 

Expansion of the local industry to 


4 





compensate for the lack of imports of 
textile products is expected to pro- 
vide additional employment for an esti- 
mated 25,000 workers. 

Anti-inflationary policies pursued dur- 
ing 1952 by the Government, and by 
the monetary authorities in particular, 
were successful, and the cost-of-living 
indexes for the working class declined 
slightly as compared with the 1951 
indexes. Currency in circulation rose 
to 610,000,000 pesos at the end of the 
year, as compared with 550,000,000 at 
the end of 1951. However, such a move- 
ment is a usual end-of-year occurrence, 
and no special significance has been 
attached to it by the Bank of the 
Republic. 

The Bank’s publications clearly show 
awareness of the possible dangers in- 
herent in the substantial increase in 
means of payment. The Colombian 


budget for 1953 was authorized by “to train a local staff to carry cn these 


decree on December 30, providing a 
total of 768,000,000 pesos in revenues 
and expenditures. A surplus of 48,000,- 
000 pesos, derived from 1952 fiscal op- 
erations, has been carried over into 
the 1953 budget. 


Exchange Balance Satisfactory 


Heavy coffee sales provided a com- 
fortable yield of foreign exchange. The 
expansion in the list of prohibited im- 
ports and other measures taken during 
the year resulted in an exchange sur- 
plus while still permitting imports 
totaling about $436,000,000. The ex- 
change surplus at the end of the year 
was $20,000,000, a substantial propor- 
tion of which is accounted for by de- 
ferred remittances applied for in late 
December. 


Several measures aimed at diversifi- 
cation of the country’s exports were 
taken in 1952, particularly decree No. 
1830 of August 1, which provided special 
negotiable certificates to exporters of 
certain commodities other than coffee, 
entitling the bearer to import auto- 
mobiles and several other items ordi- 
narily prohibited. Nevertheless, com- 
modities other than coffee continued to 
represent only a small percentage of 
Colombia’s total exports. The total 
value of the special export certificates 
issued under decree No. 1830 is not yet 
known, although it apparently ranges 
from $1,000,000 to $2,000,000. 

The economic outlook for 1953 is 


(Continued on Page 26) 


Trade, Industry 


view, provides for a trade and industry 


Plan 
For Ethiopia Drafted 


A draft agreement transmitted re- 
cently by the Technical Cooperation 
Administration, Department of State, 
to the Ethiopian Government for re. 


program in Ethiopia. 

The proposed program, which stems 
from a study made recently in Eth. 
iopia by a member of the foreign de 
velopment (Point IV) staff of the De 
partment of Commerce, is designed to 
encourage increased production by local 
industries and to stimulate local and 
foreign interest in the investment op- 
portunities in the area. 

Four separate projects are included in 
the trade and industry pregram: 

@ A comprehensive survey of the re- 
sources and investment opportunities 
in Ethiopia, the survey to be made by 
technicians from private American in- 
dustry, under the directon of the Point 
IV country director. 


@ The establishment of a Commerce 
and Industry Development Service withs 
in the Ethiopian Ministry of Com- 
merce and Industry, 
function would be to provide technologi- 
cal services to improve the efficiency of 
existing industries; to help new indus+ 
tries get started; and at. the same time 


functions, 

@ The establishment of a technical 
information center for the aecumula- 
tion, analysis, and dissemination of in- 
formation on the natural resources of 
the country and other subjects of ins, 
terest to prospective investors. 


@ A housing demonstration project, 
featuring local materials in all types of | 
construction, for the purpose of arous- 
ing widespread interest in the con- 





FRE RE BELTS 


struction field and stimulating demand 
for improved housing.—Emb., Addis 
Ababa. 





$159 Million Invested | 
By U. S. in Germany | 


. 


Total capital invested by American — 
firms in the Federal Republic of Gere f 
many is estimated at $159,800,000. i 

This sum, reported by the German- — 
American Commission investigating in-— 
vestment possibilities in the country, is 
broken down as follows, in millions of 
dollars: 

Hard coal mining, 10.0; potash mining, 
0.2; stones and earths, 5.4; crude oil, 
43.1; power, 0.3; nonferrous’metals, 1.2} 
ironworking machinery, 20.2; vehicle 
construction, 23.5; electrical equipment, 
11.4; optical and precision instruments, 
16.6; chemicals, 5.9; rubber, 0.2; textiles, 
1.2; leather and shoes, 0.9; food and 
stimulants, 5.2; wholesale trade, 0.8; re- 
tail trade, 7.1; shipping, 1.9; banking, 
1.9; others, 2.4.—HICOG, Bonn. 
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Flectricite de France 


Loan To Run 15 Years 


Subscriptions to a recent loan floated 
by Electricite de France totaled 17,- 
690 million francs, according to a notice 

iblished in the Journal Officiel of 
Sree of December 28, 1952. 

The loan took the form of the is- 

guance of production shares. The sub- 
geription price of each production share 
was 16,000 francs, the holder entitled 
fo receive annually a sum equal to the 
average selling price of 100 kilowatt- 
hours of electricity with a minimum 
guaranteed payment of 720 francs. 
- The average selling price per kw.- 
hr. is determind by dividing Electricite 
de France earnings from electricity 
sales each year by the number of kw.- 
hr sold during the same period. The 
average selling price thus defined will 
be announced annually in the Journal 
Officiel. 

The shares are issued in 10 equal 
series for a period of 15 years. Ef- 
fective July 15, 1958, Electricite de 


’ France may begin to retire the shares 


either by repurchase, drawing of lots, 
or at the request of the bearers. Elec- 
tricite de France agrees to repurchase 
annually at least one entire series of 


the shares beginning on the above date. | 


"In the case of repurchase determined 
by the drawing of lots, the repurchase 
prices will be equal to 20 times the 
earning paid on the share during the 
year in which the drawing takes place, 
with a minimum guaranteed -price of 
16,000 francs. The repurchase price is 
the same as the price of issuance if the 
shares are repurchased at the request 
of the bearers. 


The shares will be negotiable and 


Will be quoted on the Paris stock ex- 
change. 





Proposal Made for Sewage 
Gas Plant in Calcutta 


The technical feasibility of setting up 
& sewage gas plant in Calcutta, India, 
as proposed by the West Bengal Chief 
Minister has been recommended by a 
German expert. The benefits to be de- 
rived from the proposed plant, accord- 
ing to the German expert, will more 

: compensate for the expenditure 
to be incurred. 

Besides improving the hygienic con- 
dition of Calcutta and supplying gas suf- 
ficient for lighting the city streets and 
Motor fuel for running vehicles, the 
plant would produce a large quantity 
of manure. 

‘Unless the scheme is speedily imple- 
Mented, the German expert expressed 
the apprehension that the accumulation 
of sewage would silt up all disposal 
Channels, including the Kulti River, 
which would adversely affect the health 
of persons in Calcutta. 
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Venezuelan Retail Trade Retarded; 
Petroleum Output Drops Slightly 


Retail trade in Venezuela in January was seasonally slow. In conse- 
quence of the large inventories built up in anticipation of the holiday 
trade, merchant demand for bank credits increased, and to meet their 
requirements the commercial banks reportedly made greater use of the 
rediscount facilities offered by the Central Bank. 


Security prices were mixed, in a quiet 
market. 


Venzuelan petroleum industry officials 
expect that petroleum production in the 
next few months will be at a lower rate, 
reflecting depressed marketing condi- 
tions in the United States, but that 
over-all production for the year 1953 
will compare favorably with that of 
1952, when output averaged 1,803,000 
barrels a day. 


After crude petroleum production at- 
tained a record of 1,901,889 barrels a 
day for the week ended December 29, 
1952, output was curtailed, declining to 
1,802,874 barrels a day for the week 
ended January 19, 1953. 


Dollar Purchases Exceed Sales 


Purchases of dollar foreign exchange 
hy the Central Bank in the first 11 
months of the calendar year 1952 to- 
taled $646,855,161, against sales of $584,- 
580,084, resulting in an excess of dollar 
purchases over sales of $62,275,077. 
However, sales of dollar foreign ex- 
change in November amounted to $50,- 
471,172 and exceeded purchases by 
$9,038,011. 


It is estimated that Central Bank ~ 


foreign exchange operations for the 
calendar year 1952 will show an excess 
of dollar purchases over sales of $70,- 
000,000, compared with $5,147,360 in 
1951. Total gold and foreign exchange 
holdings of the Central Bank were 
equivalent to $425,346,627 on November 
30. 


Government fiscal operations resulted 
in the customary deficit in the first 
half of the year 1952-53 (July-Decem- 
ber 1952). Disbursements totaled 1,235,- 
649,021 bolivars, revenues were 1,135,- 
560,435 bolivars, and the — resulting 
deficit of 100,088,586 bolivars reduced 
Treasury reserve funds to 135,538,935 
bolivars as of December 31, 1952. 

The direct Government internal debt 
will be increased by 42,452,889 bolivars 
through the issuance of a like amount 
of 1% percent 10-year bonds, in pay- 
ment of properties expropriated by the 
former Accion Democratica government. 


Rice Acreage Will Be Doubled 
-The Venezuelan Development Cor- 
poration annouriced that its plans and 
budget for 1953 contemplated doubling 
the rice acreage under the rice plan, 
This would give a rice planting of 148,- 
200 acres and a prospective crop of 
90,000 metric tons rough rice. The 
budgeted sum for this expansion is 20,- 
000,000 bolivars; seed, fertilizer, insecti- 





cides, and herbicides have been pur- 
chased. 


The Association of Sugar Cane Grow- 
ers estimated that the grind in progress 
in January would produce 71,349 metric 
tons of sugar and that country require- 
ments would be about 100,000 metric 
tons. 


German sources have stated that 
more dollars would be allocated for 
purchase of Venezuelan coffee in 1953 
than in 1952. Exports of coffee to 
Germany in 1952 amounted to 473 
metric tons. Total coffee exports to 
Europe in 1952 totaled 1,963 metric 
tons. ; 

Oilseed crushers stated that they had 
been forced to suspend operations until 
late in February because of the lack 
of copra and the failure of the Govern- 
ment to authorize duty-free imports at 
the time when local copra producers 
contended that they could find no local 
market for their product. 


Dairymen complained of the unmar- 
ketable surplus of fluid milk, amounting 
in the central milk shed to 500,000 
liters monthly. 


Labor Law To Be Implemented 


The Ministry of Labor announced pre- 
paration of the regulations to imple- 
ment the bill to reform the present 
labor law. The proposal for a 5-day 
week was accepted by 50 wholesale 
firms in Caracas and their employees. 
The 45-hour work week will continue, 
the daily schedule being increased by 
1 hour. 


The Government continued to study 
the petition of rayon textile manufac- 
turers for an increase in the duty rate 
on rayon textiles, a move opposed by 
the import trade and clothing manu- 
facturers, 





Foreign Trade Deficit for 
Egypt Declines Moderately 


Egypt’s foreign trade deficit in 1952 
was E£73,655,433, only about E£3,000,000 
less than the deficit for 1951. 

The value of cotton exports which 
accounted for 85 percent of all exports 
in 1952 declined to E£126,414,117, a 22- 
percent decrease from 1951 sales 
abroad of this commodity. This sharp 
decrease in sales of Egypt’s export 
crop was, however, more than bal- 
anced by a drastic cut in imports, the 
value of which declined by 30 percent 
from the 1951 level, to E£218,771,496. 








ECONOMIC CONDITIONS ABROAD 


Portugal Continues on 


Conservative Budget 


The Portuguese budget for 1953 is 
very conservative, as those in the past 
have been. Its principal objective is 
the avoidance of inflation. 

Other considerations are fulfillment 


of international defense commitments, 
industrial development in Portugal and 
the colonies, and the elimination or re- 
duction of illiteracy. These objectives 
appear to have been realized in part 
with no change in the moderate rates 
imposed under the existing system of 
taxation, which is at present under 
study. 

The full text of the budget was pub- 
lished in the Diario do Governo, Lisbon, 
of December 31, 1952. 


Revenue Estimates Higher 


Ordinary revenues are estimated at 
5,120,776,000 escudos, an increase of 
about 8 percent over the 1952 estimate. 
This increase, however, is merely to 
bring the estimate somewhat closer to 
actuality. Ordinary revenues actually 
totaled 5,038,000,000 escudos in the first 
10 months of 1952 and probably approxi- 
mated 6,000,000,000 for the year; they 
might normally be expected to be about 
the same in 1953. 


Portugal’s gross national product is 
estimated at 45,800,000,000 escudos for 
1951 and, although no estimate is avail- 
able for 1952 and 1953, it is probable 
that 46,000,000,000 escudos would not be 
far out. On that basis, the budget esti- 
mate of ordinary receipts represents 
about 11 percent of gross national prod- 
uct, while actual collections may be ex- 
pected to reach about 13 percent of 
that figure. 

Ordinary expenditures on defense 
make up 23.1 percent of ordinary budg- 
et allocations in 1953, compared with 
22.5 percent in 1952 and 22.8 percent in 
1951. Total provisions for defense (or- 
dinary and extraordinary) amount to 
1,801,600,000 escudos in 1953, or 28.4 
percent of the total expenditures budg- 
eted and about 3.9 percent of estimated 
gross national product. Comparative 
figures were 27.4 percent and 3.6 per- 
cent in 1952; 23.7 percent and 2.75 per- 
cent in 1951. 

The budget of the Ministry of the In- 
terior provides 266,907,000 escudos in 
1953, or about the same as in 1952, for 
“Public Security.” 


Six-Year Plan To Continue 

The Government’s intention of going 
ahead with the Six-Year Plan for Eco- 
nomic Development is shown by the 
provision of 350,000,000 escudos as its 
share for the first year. When the plan 
was announced, indications were that 
it would be financed to the extent of 
227,500,000 escudos each in 1953 and 
1954 and 500,000,000 escudos annually 
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Peruvian Census To 
Be Taken in 1955 


A new Peruvian census will be 
taken in 1955 under the direction 
of a newly established Central 
Commission of the National Cen- 
sus. 

The decree authorizing the cen- 
sus states that the principal data 
to be gathered will be on popula- 
tion, housing, agriculture, and live- 
stock. The new Commission will 
be headed by the Minister of Fi- 
nance and Commerce and will be 
composed of members of the vari- 
ous interested departments of the 
Peruvian Government.—Emb., 
Lima. 











Austrian bislional Bank 


Lowers Rediscount Rate 


The Austrian National Bank has low- 
ered its rediscount rate from 6 percent 
to 5% percent, effective January 22, 
1953. The rate charged borrowers by 
the Austrian banks has generally been 
lowered by one full percent and now 
averages about 12 percent. 

The margin between the rediscount 


rate and the actual credit cost to com- 
mercial borrowers is now about the 
same as in the immediate prewar pe- 
riod. In order to encourage savings, in- 
terest rates on saving deposits will not 
be lowered. 


(This item replaces" the one which 


appeared in Foreign Commerce Weekly, 
Feb. 16, 1952, p. 23,) 





for the next 4 years, from the general 
budget. 

Other anticipated sources of financ- 
ing were the Social Welfare Funds, the 
National Development Fund, banks, in- 
surance companies, foreign loans, and 
self-financing by certain industries. The 
350,000,000 escudos provided in the 
budget may include some funds from 
the Social Welfare Funds. 


Foreign loans amounting to $17,862,- 
000 have already been arranged through 
the Export-Import Bank for colonial 
projects included in the plan. Expan- 
sion of the Sacor oil refinery, included 
in the plan, is being financed privately. 
It is expected that substantial sums 
will become available from the other 
sources indicated. 


In *connection with’ the campaign 
against illiteracy, the ordinary budget 
carries an increase of 24,600,000 escu- 
dos in the allocation to the Ministry of 
Education. Ordinary and extraordinary 
allocations to the Ministry total 576,- 
105,000 escudos, which is 9 percent of 
the total budget——Emb., Lisbon. 


Denmark's Trade With 


Dollar Area Improved 


Denmark’s trade with the dollar area 
has developed favorably in recent 
months. By the end of 1952 Denmark’s 
hard currency balance had increased to 
about 500,000,000 crowns ($72,500,000), 
according to unofficial information. 

The Copenhagen press states that 
as a result of this development, the 
Danish Government has decided to re- 
nounce the favorable treatment that 
Denmark has been receiving since June 
1952 in the form of reduced percentile 
gold payments for overdrafts of Euro- 
pean Payments Union quotas. Applica- 


tion of the ordinary scale for gold or 
dollar payments against EPU quota 
overdrafts will result in a reduction of 
Denmark’s “gold-free tranche” from 
270,000,000 crowns to about 135,000,000 
crowns. 


As the Danish indebtedness to EPU 





was 233,000,000 crowns on December | 


31, 1952, Denmark would be obliged 
to make a payment in gold or dollars 
of 20 percent of the 88,000,000-crown 
overdraft, or about 17,600,000 crowns 
($2,550,000), if the reported change is 
made. 





German Pension Claimants 
To File With Consulates 


The German Diplomatic Mission of 
the Federal Republic of Germany has 
advised that former German public 
servants now residing abroad who wish 
to file claims for pension payments 
should do so before March 31, 1953, 
with the German Consulates in the 
following U. S. cities: 

Atlanta 3—German Consulate, 1026 
Hurt Building. 


Chicago 8—German Consulate Gen- 
eral, 8 South Michigan Avenue. 


Detroit 26—German Consulate, 2711 | 


Book Building, Washington Blvd. 


Kansas City, Mo.—German Consulate, 
1320 Bryant Building, 1102 Grand Ave- 
nue, 

Los Angeles 5—German Consulate, 
3450 Wilshire Blvd. 

New Orleans—German Consulate, In- 
ternational Trade Mart. 

New York 22—German Consulate 
General, 745 Fifth Avenue. 


San Francisco— German Consulate 


PIAA TRAST IB 


General, 703 Market Street, Central ; 


Tower Building. 


Seattle—German Consulate, 905 Se- © 


curities Building, Third and Stuart 
Streets. 


This suggestion supersedes the advice 


given in a box item in Foreign Com- — 


merce Weekly, February 16, 1953, 
page 4, 


Foreign Commerce Weekly 
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DOING BUSINESS ABROAD 





Revised Venezuelan 
Labor Law Submitted 


’ The draft of a proposed revision of 
fhe Venezuelan Labor Law was made 
public in November by the Ministry of 
Labor. 

The most important feature of the 

ed reform, which is also the main 
point of objection from the business 
community, is liberalization of the 
profit-sharing clauses. 

Under the present application of the 
Labor Law employees are paid up to a 
maximum of 2 month’s extra salary a 
year out of 10 percent of net profits. 
Payments amount to less when 10 .per- 
cent does not cover the full 2 months. 
Trade unions complain that the legal 
requirements of this clause are often 
evaded or complied with in a deficient 
manner. 


Under the new proposal the profit- 
sharing feature of the Labor Law would 
be amended so that there would be no 
escaping payment of a full 10 percent 
of profits to employees, 

Uniform application of the clause is 
expected to affect unjustly companies 
with large profits and small staffs, such 
as holding and transportation com- 
panies and companies having royalty 
incomes. Some firms consider that such 
a requirement would be confiscatory or 
the same as a new tax measure. In addi- 
tion to increased labor costs it would 
also provide the legal basis for a second 
annual inspection of books, to which 


there is strong objection from business- 
men. 


Profit sharing in Venezuela has 
reached its maximum application in 
some American-owned firms, particular- 
ly the petroleum companies; through 
collective contracts; liberal company 
policies; syndical pressures, etc. Includ- 
ing in the calculations of base pay 
such matters as rest-day pay, overtime, 
and length of service, net amounts paid 
employees have averaged a rate higher 
than that paid by most Venezuelan- 
Owned companies. 

The Venezuelan Government has 
taken the collective bargaining con- 
tracts most generous to labor as the 
basis for the increases. 


Seniority Rights Strengthened 


Another noteworthy feature of the 
Proposed reform bill is that concerning 
seniority rights. 

__ Under the present law some types of 
Severance, such as voluntary resigna- 
tion, are exempt from the required 
termination payments, known locally as 
antiguedades. If the change is adopted, 
Payments become acquired rights under 
any type of termination, although the 
Proposal eases the businessman’s tax 
obligation by allowing payments to be 
calculated on an annual basis instead 


February 23, 1953 


Panama Ups Income Taxes in Higher 
Brackets; U. S. Interests Affected 


Panama’s new income tax law, signed on January 19, increases tax 
rates in the higher income brackets by as much as 112 percent. Other 
increases range from none in the lower brackets to about 50 percent in 


the middle brackets. 


All taxpayers are now placed on a pay-as-you-go basis, whereas the 


withholding principle formerly covered 
only salaried persons. 

The tax on unearned income is car- 
ried over from the former income tax 
law. 

Law Applies to American Business 


Henceforth utility concerns will pay 
income taxes solely in accordance with 
the new law. A large American-owned 
utility concern in Panama accordingly 
may now be taxable on income at more 
than twice the former rate. 


The new law changes the basis for 
calculating incomes of motion picture 
distribution companies by specifying as 
taxable a higher percentage of receipts 
from films exhibited first in the Canal 
Zone than from those exhibited first in 
Panama proper. Also separately taxable 
is 15 percent of net returns remitted by 
local film distributors to producing com- 
panies. 

As incentives for fuller compliance, 
the new law provides that legal tax- 
payment evidence is required for: 

@ Clearing merchandise through Pan- 
amanian customs. 

@ Executing contracts with the Na- 
tional Government or municipal gov- 
ernments, : 

@ Executing or registering public doc- 
uments. 

@® Obtaining payments from the Na- 
tional Treasury or municipal treasuries, 
except public employee salaries. 

@ Issuing or renewing commercial li- 
censes. 

The Office of the Comptroller General 
maintains that the law became effective 
on the date of its publication in the 
local press, El Panama-America, on 
January 23, 1953, but some local law- 
yers argue that it is not legally binding 
until 30 days after its publication in the 





of on the highest wage at time of 
dismissal. 

Because of objections to the proposed 
legislation by both labor and industry 
the Ministry has suggested that the re- 
vision be considered by the recently 
formed Constituent Assembly now in 
session. 

In the meantime the Ministry expects 
to meet many of the objections through 
the drafting of supplementary regula- 
tions which would implement and define 
more specifically the general provisions 
of the law.—Emb., Caracas. 





Official Gazette, which had not occurred 
as late as January 29. 

(Changes in income tax rates should 
be noted in Department of Commerce 
circular “Establishing a Business in 
Panama,” Business Information Service, 
World Trade Series No. 42, June 1951. 

(The provision that income tax pay- 
ment evidence is required for clear- 
ance of goods through Panamanian cus- 
toms should be noted in Department 
circular “Preparing Shipments to Pana- 
ma,” International Reference Service, 
vol. 6, No. 7, March 1949.) 





Brazil's New Exchange 
Market Law in Effect 


The Brazilian free exchange market 
legislation, approved by President Var- 
gas on January 7 as law No. 1807, is 
scheduled to become effective on Feb- 
ruary 23, before which detailed regula- 
tions governing application of the law 
were to be published. 

The main provisions of the law as en- 
acted remain as summarized in Foreign 
Commerce Weekly of January 5, 1953, 
page 14, with exception of the state- 
ment that the remittance tax laws, Nos. 
156 of 1947 and 1383 of 1951, were 
abrogated by the new legislation. These 
laws remain in force, but the fact that 
the tax does not apply to remittances 
abroad on account of earnings of in- 
vested capital is confirmed in the new 
legislation. 

(Changes established by the provi- 
sions of the new law affecting remit- 
tances and exchange should be noted 
in Department of Commerce publica- 
tion “Establishing a Business in Brazil,” 
Business Information Service, World 
Trade Series No. 324, Nov. 1952, pp. 
27-29.) 





Denmark Ends: Fuel Rationing 


Danish rationing of coal, coke, and 
fuel oil and restrictions on the sale and 
installation of oil burners were abol- 
ished on January 27. 

Denmark’s fuel supply situation is 
much improved and stocks are large. 
On January 1 coal stocks amounted to 
928,000 metric tons and coke stocks 
to 468,000 tons.—Emb., Copenhagen. 
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Colombia Authorizes Bank To Make Loans 
To Small Industry, Issue Credit Bonds 


Colombia has authorized the Banco 
Popular, by law No. 24 of December 
20, 1952, to make loans to small indus- 
try and to issue industrial credit bonds 
to finance the loans. 

The bank is authorized to make 5- 
year loans, guaranteed by mortgages 
on the real property or industrial 
machinery. A loan may not exceed 
30,000 pesos, or 50 percent of the value 
of the real property mortgaged, or 30 
percent of the value of the industrial 
machinery. Preference is to be given 
industries which use Colombian raw 
materials. 


The industrial credit bonds, with face 
values of 100 and 500 pesos, will be 
guaranteed by the resources of the 
Bank, as well as by mortgages on the 
real property or industrial machinery. 

The total amount of loans made 
may not exceed the value of industrial 
credit bonds marketed by the bank 
unless the borrower is willing to re- 
ceive the loan in bonds and market 
them himself. 

In addition to the provisions for 
industrial loans, the new law also con- 
tains three articles applying to the 
general operations of the Banco Pop- 
ular: 

@ The reserves of the bank shall be 
the same as those prescribed by the 
Bank of the Republic for commercial 
banks, which are 18 percent on demand 
deposits and 8 percent on time deposits. 
Previously the Banco Popular’s reserve 
requirements were based on those of the 
Caja de Credito Agrario, Industrial y 
Minero, which must maintain a reserve 
of 25 percent on demand deposits. 

@ The bank is now given a lien on 
the severance pay of salaried workers 
and laborers, so that it will receive 
the balance of loans borrowed by work- 
ers in event they are discharged or 
lose their jobs for any reason. The bank 
makes no claims on payments due work- 
ers in event of death, as this eventual- 





Two Ecuadoran Provinces 
Levy Tax on Gasoline 


The Provinces of Cotopaxi and Tun- 
gurahua, in the Ecuadoran Sierra, have 
levied a tax of 30 centavos on each gal- 
lon of gasoline sold within the provinces, 
by a decree published in the Registro 
Oficial of December 16, 1952. (30 cen- 
tavos=US$0.0198.) 

Funds collected from the new tax are 
to be used for improvement of roads, 
which are in such disrepair as to hinder 
movement of agricultural and other 
commodities within the region, and con- 
struction of an Apagua-Angamarca-El 
Corazon road. 


ity is covered by insuring the borrower 
in the amount of the loan. 


@ The validity of liens on industrial 
machinery and equipment which the 
bank may acquire as security on its 
loans is extended to a period of 10 
years. This is a special arrangement 
for Banco Popular, inasmuch as Co- 
lombian law ordinarily does not permit 
extension of liens beyond 5 years. 


Interest Rates Moderate 


The principal objective of the Banco 
Popular, which began operations in De- 
cember 1950, is to make small loans 
at a reasonable rate of interest, 12 
percent, to individuals, small business, 
and industry. Its initial capital was 
1,000,000 pesos, whereas it now has a 
capital of 15,000,000 pesos, ‘and 14 
branches throughout Colombia. 


The bank has filled a definite need, 
especially for loans of between 100 and 
300 pesos to individuals. Before its for- 
mation small personal loans were ordi- 
narily obtainable only at usurious rates 
of interest, such as 10 percent a month. 
—Emb., Bogota. 


Spanish Wolfram, Tin 
Regulations Tightened 


Spain has issued two new decrees 
regulating the processing and transpor- 
tation of wolfram and tin ores, pub- 
lished in the Official Bulletin of Jan- 
uary 11, 1953, according to a dispatch 
of January 26 from the U. S. Embassy 
in Madrid. 

The first decree, relating to the es- 
tablishment and operation of plants for 
the processing of wolfram and tin ores, 
provides detailed control regulations, 
which are to be under the administra- 
tion of both the Director General of 
Mines and the COMEIM (Regulating 
Council for Special:-Minerals of Military 
Interest), the latter to act as final 
authority. 

The new regulations stipulate that no 
processing plant is to be established 
within 40 kilometers of the borders of 
the country, and each authorized plant 
must be capable of preparing at least 
25 metric tons of concentrate a month. 
Concentrating plants may not obtain 
mineral from a distance greater than 
60 kilometers without express permis- 
sion of COMEIM., 

The second decree governs the grant- 
ing and use of circulation permits for 
the transportation of wolfram and tin 
ores. It also defines the terms under 
which’ these ores may be transported 
and describes the permits to be used. 

The second decree became effective 
on February 1, whereas the first decree 
was made effective on January 11, the 
date of publication. 





New Nicaraguan Tax 
Law Now in Effect 


A new Nicaraguan income tax law, 
which has been under consideration for 
some time, became effective on January 
1. ° 

The more important provisions of the 
law are briefly summarized: 


@ The tax applies to net incomes 
originating in Nicaragua and received 
by natural or juridical persons, wheth. 
er or not the recipients are Nicaraguan 
citizens or residents, 

@ Income originating in Nicaragua is 
defined as income derived from goods or 
property located in the country, from 
services rendered there, or from busi- 
ness completed there, whether or not 
the income was directly received in 
Nicaragua. 

@ Separate provisions are established 
for payment of the tax by business or- 
ganizations and individuals. Sharehold- 
ers are not required to pay income tax 
on dividends if the corporation dis- 
tributing the dividends has paid income 
tax on its profits. 

@ Individual exemptions permissible 
in the determination of net taxable 
income are: Personal exemption for 
each taxpayer of 20,000 cordobas; 2,000 
cordobas for spouse; 1,000, 2,000, or 





RS age 


en 


ween 


3,000 cordobas for certain other close ; 


dependents. (5 cordobas=US$1 at legal 
exchange rate.) 


@ Tax rates range progressively from | 


4 percent on the first 40,000 cordobas 


of taxable income to 18 percent on that ~ 


part of taxable income exceeding 1,000,- 
000 cordobas. 

Regulations for administration of the 
law have not yet been issued by the 
Nicaraguan Government, 

(Further questions on specific provi- 
sions of the new law may be addressed 
to the American Republics Division, 
Office of International Trade, Depart- 
ment of Commerce, Washington, D. C,) 





Netherlands Now Authorizes | 


Transfer of Stock Dividends 


The Netherlands now allows transfer 
abroad of the equivalent of the nomi- 
nal value of stock dividends owned by 
nonresidents, by a general license es- 
tablished by the Netherlands Bank on 
January 2, 1953. 


Previously receipts from sales in the 
Netherlands of stock dividends owned 
by nonresidents had to be surrendered 
to the Netherlands Bank, 


The license applies to dividends de- 
clared after January 1, 1953, provided 
the dividend is to be distributed out of 
profits made during the firm’s fiscal 
year for which the dividend was de- 
clared.—Het Financieele Dagblad, Am- 
sterdam, Jan. 3, 1953, 


Foreign Commerce Weekly 
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CONTROLS ON INTERNATIONAL TRADE 





Changes Made in Indian Modification of Paraguay's Foreign 


Dollar Import Licensing Exchange System Eases Controls 


A number of changes in Indian li- 
censing of imports from the dollar area 
fn the January-June 1953 period are 
announced in a new official handbook 
“Import and Trade Control.” 


Open general license No. XXIV cov- 

ering imports from the dollar area, 
reported in Foreign Commerce Weekly, 
February 2, 1953, page 8, on the basis 
of preliminary information, as having 
been superseded, is to remain in effect 
until March 31 of this year. 
The following items not previously 
permitted import from the hard-cur- 
rency area may now be imported under 
specific quotas: ° 

Lightning arresters and fuse cutouts; 
powdered milk; canned fish; car polish; 
hardware and tools exclusive of agricul- 
tural implements and garage tools; 
tractor tires and tubes; machines, 
hand-operated or less than % b.hp.; 
fire-fighting equipment; and certain in- 
struments and appliances, 

The quota is increased for printing- 
machinery parts but reduced for ma- 
chines for folding, plating, stamping, or 
baling, and for certain textile apparatus. 


No quota is now available for brake 
fluid, giant tires and tubes except for 


tractors, and vulcanized fiber, previously 


importable from the dollar area. 


Items which will continue to be li- 
tensed from the dollar area on the 
same quota basis as for the July-Decem- 
ber period are: 

Certain tools; leather belting; parts 
for diesel engines; electric motors and 
generators; pneumatic plants; electric 
tools; fans and blowers; air compressors; 
certain pumps; electrical instruments 
and apparatus; exposed cinema film; 
printers ink; parts for refrigerators and 
sewing machines; paint materials; cer- 
tain industrial machines and parts; 
cellulose acetate butyrate; safety lamps; 
coal-tar dyes; steam engines; cameras; 
and scientific instruments. 


Licensing of Auto Parts Widened 


The new licensing policy liberalizes 
the provisions for the import of motor- 
car parts. 


Import facilities, previously allowed 
only to established importers, fleet 
Owners, and other designated categories, 
will now be open to newcomers and 
dealers who had not previously imported 
from abroad, 


The combined quota for motor vehicle 
parts for the two half years, July- 
December 1952, and January-June 1953, 
are 100 percent of each importer’s “best 
year’s” imports during any year from 
1946 to 1951. Firms who have received 
& quota license for July-December 1952, 


February 23, 1953 


A series of modifications in the Paraguayan foreign-exchange 
system during December 1952, as announced by the Central Bank, 
represent a liberalization of import and export controls and are a part 
of a Government economic stabilization plan. 


Four import groups are established in place of the three groups 


in effect since the last modification of 
the exchange system on August 1, 1952 
(Foreign Commerce Weekly, Aug. 25, 
1952, p. 14). The official market rate of 
15 guaranies per dollar remains un- 
changed. Imports are classified accord- 
ing to their essentiality to the nation’s 
economy as follows: 


Group I consists of merchandise 
absolutely essential for livestock, agri- 
culture, industry, and public health, 
and basic imports of State and public 
service enterprises. The commodities 
will enter at the official rate of 15 
guaranies per dollar without surcharge, 


Group II, includes essential merchan- 
dise other than that classified in group 
I and will be subject to the official rate 
of 15 guaranies per dollar plus a sur- 
charge of 6 guaranies, which raises the 
effective rate for this group to 21 
guaranies per dollar. 


Group III, semiessentials, will pay 
in addition to the official rate a sur- 
charge of 15 guaranies, raising the 
effective rate for this category to 30 
guaranies per dollar. 

Group IV, nonessentials or luxuries, 
hitherto not provided for, are subject 
to the official rate plus a surcharge of 
15 guaranies and an auction premium. 
The auction system, under which ex- 
change available for nonessentials is 
auctioned off to the highest bidders is 
thus reintroduced. In the past such 
bidding usually increased the rate by 
about 10 percent. Thus the effective 
rate for this group will be 30 guaranies 
per dollar plus a fluctuating auction 
premium of about 3 guaranies, 


Import Subsidies Abolished 


The temporary subsidy of 6 guaranies 
established for imports of wheat, wheat 
flour, petroleum products and antibiotics 
on August 1, 1952, is abolished, and the 
maximum subsidy payable to certain 
exports is increased to 80 percent’ from 
the previous 60 percent. 

Whereas previously exporters were 
required to surrender to the Central 
Bank at the official rate of 15 guaranies 
per dollar all foreign exchange earned 
from exports, they are now required to 
surrender only the amout equivalent to 
the official valuation established by the 





will receive the balance to which, they 
are entitled on this basis. 

License applications from recognized 
automobile assemblers will be consid- 
ered on an ad hoc basis. 





Bank for the commodity shipped. If the 
goods are sold for a price in excess of 
the official valuation, the exporter may 
retain the difference or may sell it to 
the Bank at the free-market rate. 


The Central Bank will operate in 
the free market, and holders of free- 
market exchange are permitted to main- 
tain bank accounts of such funds local- 
ly or abroad. Such funds may be used 
to effect any payments relating to the 
free market but may not be used for 
any trade transaction unless specifically 
authorized by the Central Bank. 

For trade with Argentina the official 
rate of exchange is established at 2.50 
guaranies per Argentine peso—a de- 
valuation from the previous 1.40 rate. 
The new rate will apply to all exports 
to Argentina and to group I imports 


from that country. Group II and Group .- 


III merchandise from Argentina will 
enter at the free-market rate without 
the surcharges applicable to similar 
merchandise imported from all other 
countries. Group IV merchandise from 
Argentina will enter at the official rate 
of 2.50 guaranies per peso plus the 
auction premium, but without a sur- 
charge. 


Conversion Rates Established 


For the purpose of assessing ad va- 
lorem customs duties the foreign value 
of goods imported through the official 
market will be converted to guaranies 
at the effective exchange rate—15 guar- 
anies per dollar plus corresponding 
surcharge—applicable to the particular 
commodities on the day the merchandise 
is cleared through customs. 


When the Central Bank authorizes 
imports with free-market exchange, 
conversion from foreign value will be 
effected as follows: For goods destined 
for manufacturing, livestock, agricul- 
ture, forestry, and transportation, con- 
version will be at the same rate that 
applies to the article when entering 
under the official market. For luxuries, 
articles for consumption, and goods not 
essential to national production the con- 
version rate will be at a special rate 
established and adjusted every 6 months 
by the Minister of Finance. The rate 
established for this purpose for the 6 
months ending June 30, 1953, is 45 


. guaranies per dollar. 


Merchandise shipments valued at not 
more than $133 may be exported or 
(Continued on Page 26) 
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Saudi Arabia Adopts New Import Tariff; 
New Customs Procedures Inaugurated 


Saudi Arabia, by a law which became 
effective on December 3, 1952, following 
approval by the Crown Prince, has es- 
tablished a new schedule of import 
duties and modified tlh.. customs regu- 
lations of the country. 


The new tariff consists mainly of ad 
valorem rates of duty, as contrasted 
with specific duty rates in effect under 
the former schedule. 


Goods now fall into four general 
categories: 

@ Essential items exempt from im- 
port duty, including drugs, medical sup- 
plies, books and periodicals, school sup- 
plies, agricultural implements and tools 
of all kinds, water pumps and motors 
and parts, and fertilizers. 

@ Essential items on which rates of 
duty range from 5 to 10 percent ad 
valorem. Included in this category are 
most foodstuffs, cattle fodder, textile 
fibers, unbleached cotton goods, cement, 
iron and steel products, coal, fishing 
nets, and paper. 

@ General merchandise on which 
rates of duty range from 15 to 20 per- 
cent ad valorem. This category includes 
coffee, dates, raisins and nuts, jellies, 
pickles, calico, muslin, tents and 
blankets, electrical machinery, lighting 
apparatus and equipment, sewing ma- 
chines, office machines, motor vehicles, 


furniture, tanning materials, leather, 
asphalt, paint and varnish, utensils, 
and chinaware. 

@ Luxury items dutiable at rates 


ranging from 25 to 35 percent, includ- 
ing meat, thread and yarn, quality 
fabrics, fine paper goods, prefabricated 
houses, perfumes and cosmetics, gas, 
kerosene and machinery oil, refrigera- 





India Reserves U. S. 
Cotton Licenses 


Indian cotton mills and import- 
ers have been informed that the 
concession of permitting import 
of non-American cotton against 
unused portions of licenses origi- 
nally granted for the purchase of 
American cotton has been with- 
drawn. 


Withdrawal of this concession 
obliges cotton importers with dol- 
lar licenses to import from the 
United States or to forfeit the un- 
used balance of their licenses. 

As new licenses for American 
cotton are not now being issued 
cotton can be imported only 
against licenses already issued 
and outstanding. Outstanding li- 
censes, valid until June 30, 1953, 
reportedly cover about 140,000 
American-size bales. 











tors, air-conditioning units, and elec- 


trical appliances. 


Customs Methods Changed 

The new tariff law also brings to an 
end the past procedure whereby vari- 
ous Government Ministries and Depart- 
ments imported required goods direct 
without payment of import duty. Hence- 
forth such goods will be purchased 
through public tender and customs 
duties will be charged against the 
Ministry’s or Department’s budget. 

An improved method is adopted for 
evaluating goods for duty-levying pur- 
poses. Imported goods will now be 
valued on the basis of quoted invoice 
prices plus cost of insurance and freight 
converted to Saudi Arabian currency 
at the going middle commercial rate as 
determined by the Monetary Agency of 
Saudi Arabia. The former practice was 
to value goods on the basis of market 
prices prevailing in Saudi Arabia con- 
verted at the official rate of 4 Saudi 
riyals to 1 U. S. dollar. 

Refund by Customs in event of over- 
payment is also provided for. No such 
provision existed under the old regula- 
tions. 

(Duties on specific items may be ob- 
tained from the Near East and African 
Division,. Office of International Trade, 
U. S. Department of Commerce, Wash- 
ington 25, D. C. 


Goods Held Up for Tax Proof 
Congest Panamanian Depot 


Freight has been congested at the 
Panama Railroad freight depot in 
Panama City, according to a local press 
report of January 29, as a result of 
customs officials’ refusal to clear mer- 
chandise for Panama City merchants 
who could not produce receipts showing 
that they had paid their 1952 income 
taxes. 


However, a later report indicates that 
many merchants have presented tempo- 
rary receipts and that the congestion is 
somewhat relieved. 

The customs officials were operating 
under a ruling based on a provision of 
the new income tax law which requires 
persons clearing merchandise through 
Panamanian customs or conducting 
other business with the Government to 
present certificates proving that they 
have paid their Panama income taxes. 





(The Panamanian requirement that 


importers present evidence of income 
tax payment in order to clear merchan- 
dise through customs is covered in an 
article entitled “Panama Ups Income 
Taxes in Higher Brackets; U. S. Inter- 
ests Affected,” appearing in the Trans- 
port and Communications section of this 
issue.) 


Value of West German 
Import Rights Drops 


The premium paid in April 1952 to 
West German exporters to the dollar 
area dropped by December to 4.5 per- 
cent of the face value, yielding a bonus 
of only 1.8 percent of proceeds received 
from dollar_exports. 

Germany’s export-incentive measure 
was intended to prevent loss of dollar 
earnings to third countries which also 
had export bonus schemes. The plan 
authorizes German exporters to use 40 
percent of the proceeds of their exports 
to the dollar area for the purchase of 
a selected list of imported goods (For- 
eign Commerce Weekly, May 19, 1952, 
p. 13, and May 26, 1952, p. 11). 

When the plan was first initiated 
these funds, known as import rights, 
sold at premiums as high as 20 percent 
of their face value, and at this rate the 
bonus received by exporters amounted 
to about 8 percent of export proceeds, 
Premiums weve sufficiently high at that 
time to induce German exporters to ex- 
port their goods direct to the dollar 
area rather than to dealers in third 
countries. 

In view of the drop in premiums the 
Bank Deutscher Laender, the Federal 
Republic’s central bank, has indicated 
that there is now no reason why the 
import rights system should not be 
abolished, provided other countries also 
abolish their export-incentive plans en- 


tailing premiums or similar subsidies to 
exporters. 


Dollar Position Improved 

The decline in demand for import 
rights reflects the marked improvement 
in Western Germany’s dollar position, 
which has made it possible for German 
traders to import through normal pro- 
cedures a great many of the goods for 
which import rights may be used. In 
addition, price differences in goods from 
dollar and nondollar sources have nar- 
rowed, perhaps partly because of the 
increasing freedom of German import- 
ers to choose between these sources of 
supply. 

Importers are now willing to buy im- 
port rights principally to obtain the 
benefits of a liberalized import proce- 
dure, that is, a procedure which does 
not require a delay while the Import 
Committee issues a general invitation 
to importers to purchase a commodity 
in which a particular importer is 
interested. 

The International Monetary Fund is 
studying dollar retention quotas and 
similar practices in member countries 
and is expected soon to report its con- 
clusions and recommendations. 
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Bolivian Control 


Methods Revised 


Broad revision of procedures for na- 
tional distribution of staple groceries 
and other goods imported into Bolivia 
at the minimum official rate of ex- 
change under’ importer-Government 
contracts is the stated intention of a 
Bolivian Supreme Decree of December 
16, 1952. The decree also revises the 
national price-fixing system for im- 
ported and locally produced articles. 

A proposed system of departmental 
and provincial supply and price control 
committees under the general control 
of the Ministry of National Economy 
will take the place of the local bureaus 
of commerce and industry, which are 
abolished. 

Local fixing of retail prices is to be 
effected, under overall control of the 
Ministry of National Economy, by one 
of four local or national agencies, de- 
pending on the articles in question; and 
the new local supply and price control 
committees are to have responsibility 
for curbing infractions of fixed pricing. 

A Supreme Resolution of December 
27, 1952, provides that retail business 
licenses issued by local chambers of 
commerce may not be granted firms 
with less than 70,000-boliviano capital 
(101 bolivianos=US$1 at legal rate of 
exchange); and Supreme Decree No. 
2750 of September 27, 1951, restricts 
issuance of retail business licenses to 
foreign nationals to 20 percent of the 
total number of licences issued. 

Control Functions Delegated 


The December 16 decree made the 
recently activated Commercial (Eco- 
nomic) Police force an agency of the 
Ministry of National Economy, with 
the functions of overseeing sales of 
items of prime necessity and consumer 
products, controlling prices, and com- 
bating hoarding and price speculation. 
The supply and price control com- 
mittees will be responsible, according 
to the decree, for the distribution of 
quotas of subsistence items and other 
consumer products allocated to them 
by the Ministry of National Economy, 
and the departmental committees are 
to subdistribute to the provincial com- 
mittees. 

The balance of control in these com- 
Mittees appears to rest with the re- 
spective mayors and municipal admin- 
istrations of the departmental and 
provincial capitals. 

(Previous distribution and price-con- 
trol measures were announced in For- 
eign Commerce Weekly, Apr. 9, 1951, p. 
10; Apr. 30, 1951, p. 10; and June 25, 
1951, p. 10.) 
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German Residents May Keep 
Foreign Funds for Travel 


German residents who receive foreign 
exchange from abroad as gifts to fi- 
nance their foreign travel may now be 
permitted upon application to retain 
such funds. 


Formerly a recipient of such foreign 
exchange was required to offer it to 
an approved foreign exchange dealer 
in exchange for deutschemarks or to 
obtain a license authorizing him to re- 
turn the funds to the sender. 

A recipient may now apply to his 
Land Central Bank for permission to 
retain the foreign exchange and use it 
for foreign travel provided it was re- 
ceived as a gift to defray the cost of 
travel for social, educational, or con- 
valescent purposes. 

Permits authorizing retention of such 
funds are valid for 3 months but may 
be extended. 

If the travel for which funds were sent 
does not take place, the funds must 
be returned to the sender or exchanged 
for German currency through an author- 
ized dealer. 


Further Liberalization of 
German Trade Expected 


A new “free list” of imports into 
Western Germany from OEEC coun- 
tries was expected to take effect in 
February. 


The measure reportedly would raise 
from 80 percent to 844 percent the 
part of total imports from OEEC coun- 
tries for which import licenses are 
automatically issued upon application. 

Most of the commodities on which 
import restrictions would be dropped 
are industrial goods. 
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Egypt Adjusts Duties 
As Aid to Industry 


Two Egyptian Ministerial orders de- 
signed to encourage exports and at the 
same time act as a stimulus to Egypt’s 
industrialization movement went into 
effect on January 15. 

The first exempts the following raw 
materials from customs, excise, and 
other duties and from import, export, 
and exchange restrictions: Coffee for 
export as roasted and ground coffee; 
sugar for export as refined sugar; 
cacao beans, concentrated milk, and re- 
fined sugar for exports as chocolate; 
woolen and artificial silk material for 
makeup of clothing, etc.; and wheat 
for export as flour. 

The second order implements a draw- 
back system by providing for the re- 
fund of customs, excise, and consump- 
tion duties and of “additional” ad va- 
lorem duties on imports of specified 
raw materials used in the manufacture 
of local products destined for export. 

The list of materials covered by the 
drawback plan includes tobacco; wood; 
cardboard; paper for cigarettes, wrap- 
ping, cellophane, etc.; bottles; glass 
tubes; oils and fats for soapmaking; 
elastic thread; raw silver and platinum; 
cocoa; nuts; woolen and artificial silk 
materials; coffee; olive oil; wheat; rice; 
raw zinc; iron tubes; springs and vari- 
ous materials used in the furniture and 
building trades—Emb., Cairo. 





GREATER LIME application is urged 
by the Netherlands Government to de- 
crease soil acidity and increase the ef- 
fectiveness of fertilizer. Annual con- 
sumption is estimated at approximately 
250,000 metric tons, compared with re- 
quirements of 450,000 tons. 





CEYLON 
Trade Pact With China Ratified 


The Government of Ceylon will sell 
50,000 ‘metric tons of sheet rubber to 
Communist China in 1953 under the 
terms of two trade agreements recently 
ratified by the Government of .Ceylon. 
In return the Chinese Communist Gov- 
ernment is to supply 270,000 metric 
tons of rice to Ceylon. 

A 5-year general trade pact signed in 
Peiping on October 4, 1952, the text of 
which has recently been released, sug- 
gests that trade between the two coun- 
tries may reach an annual volume of 
250 million Ceylon rupees on each side. 
(1 Ceylon rupee=US$0.21) 

Exportable commodities from Ceylon 
are rubber, coconut oil, cacao, hides and 
skins, and spices. Possible exports from 
China, include rice, coal, sulfur, news- 
print, and wheat flour. 

In implementation of the general 
trade agreement, a 5-year agreement 
covering rice and rubber only has also 
been signed and ratified. According to 





the terms of this agreement, Ceylon will 
sell Communist China 50,000 metric tons 
of sheet rubber each year at a price of 
32 pence a pound for grades 1, 2, and 
3, and at 29 pence a pound for grades 
4 and 5—prices substantially higher 
than prevailing Singapore levels. 

In return, Communist China agree§ to 
sell Ceylon 270,000 metric tons of rice 
annually, at an f.o.b. price of £54 a ton, 
Should Singapore prices exceed the 
prices paid by China, the Government of 
Ceylon may ask for a revision of terms, 
In such event the Chinese Communist 
Government may also request a re- 
vision in prices of rice. : 

In addition to these agreements, two 
as yet unpublished contracts, giving the 
details of 1953 trade in rice and rubber 
and other commodities, were also signed. 


CHILE 


Surcharge on Duties Increased 


The surcharge used by Chile for com- 
puting import duties, warehousing fees, 
loading and unloading levies, and other 
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charges on merchandise imported into 
the country during the first 2 months 
of 1953, either with free-market ex- 
change or under the provisions of Chile’s 
so-called Gold Law, has been increased 
from 2,020 percent to 2,390 percent. 


This surcharge is imposed to com- 
pensate for the disparity in value be- 
tween gold pesos, in which customs 
duties are stated, and paper pesos, in 
which they are collected. 

The decree raising the surcharge, pub- 
lished on January 27, also increases the 
exchange rate to be used in evaluating 
such merchandise for tax purposes from 
103 paper pesos per dollar to 121 paper 
pesos per dollar.—Emb., Santiago. 

(This revision should be made in the 
Department of Commerce publication, 
“Application of Import Tariff System of 
Chile,” Business Information Service 
No. 51, July 1951, p. 4. Former rates of 
the surcharge werg announced in For- 
eign Commerce Weekly, Sept. 22, 1952, 
p. 8.) 


ACTH, Cortisone Exchange Rate 


The Chilean exchange rate at which 
dollars may be purchased for importa- 
tion into Chile of the drugs ACTH and 
cortisone under the 1952 foreign ex- 
change budget has been changed from 
31 pesos to 60 pesos to the dollar, by a 
decree published on January 24, 1953. 

Inasmuch as Chile’s 1953 foreign ex- 
change budget has not yet been pub- 
lished, it is still not definitely known at 
what exchange rate these drugs will be 
imported during the current year, al- 
though it is probable that the 60 peso 
per dollar rate will apply—Emb., San- 
tiago. 


DENMARK 


Motorcycle Allocation Increased 





Foreign exchange allocated by Den- - 


mark for the importation of motorcycles 
from OEEC countries in 1953 is to 
amount to 15,000,000 crowns (about 
$2,200,000). 

This amount compares with imports 
equivalent to an annual level of 10,000,- 
000 crowns since the fall of 1952, and 
with the level of only 5,000,000 crowns 
a year before that time—Emb., Copen- 
hagen. 


German Agreement Concluded 

An agreement concerning reciprocal 
trade between Denmark and the Federal 
Republic of Germany in 1953 was signed 
at Copenhagen on December 22, 1952, 
the Danish Government has announced. 

The new agreement is expected to 
raise trade to a moderately higher level 
than in 1952, and to reduce somewhat 
the German export balance. Some in- 
crease in Danish exports is contem- 
plated, including larger cattle and 
cheese quotas. 

Germany is to supply coal and coke 
in about the same volume as in 1952 








and exports of manufactured products 
are also to maintain 1952 levels. 

Denmark’s earlier requests for reduc- 
tion in German import duties on certain 
agricultural products have not yet been 
complied with. 


DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 
Resale of Free Imports Illegal 


Resale of merchandise -imported into 
the Dominican Republic under free- 
entry privileges is now prohibited, by a 
law promulgated on December 11, 1952. 

The law stipulates that any Domini- 
can official having the right to import 
merchandise free of duty who may 
cooperate with merchants in the sale of 
such goods will be discharged and 
penalized as an accomplice. 

An additional law, promulgated on 
December 27, 1952, provides that any 
foreign merchant or shipper who may 
connive in such a transaction will be 
prohibited from engaging in all com- 
merce with the Dominican Republic. 


ECUADOR 
Pact With Germany Extended 


The trade and payments agreement 
between Ecuador and West Germany 
has again been extended for 6 months 
and will remain in effect until July 16, 
1953. 

The agreement was negotiated on 
January 16, 1950, and after previous 
extensions was due to expire on Janu- 
ary 16, 1953. The latest extension was 
agreed upon by an exchange of notes 
between the West German Legation and 
the Ecuadoran Foreign Office in Quito. 

Agricultural products are shipped 
from Ecuador under the terms of the 
agreement, and manufactured articles 
are received. 

Some of the principal products ex- 
changed are rice, cacao, grain, oleagin- 
ous seeds, fruits, and coffee from Ecua- 
dor, and machinery, chemicals, glass and 
ceramic products, and optical instru- 
ments and equipment from West Ger- 
many. 

The agreement provides that prod- 
ucts proceeding from one country to 
the other will be accorded most-favored 
import and export treatment.—Emb., 
Quito. 


FRENCH SOMALILAND 


Consumption Tax on Imports 


French Somaliland, by an order of 
December 17, 1952, following approval 
by the French Government, reestab- 
lished its consumption tax on imports, 
effective January 1. 

The rate of the tax is 15 percent ad 
valorem and is applicable to imported 
goods with certain exceptions. 

Exceptions cover merchandise in di- 
rect transit and in transshipment; goods 
intended for reexportation which under- 











go processing, packing, or preservation 
in French Somaliland, such as green 
coffee and raw hides and skins; and 
other goods, including live animals, 
meat products, and certain foodstuffs,— 
Journal Officiel of French Somaliland 
Dec. 22, 1952. 

(The complete list of exempted items 
is available from the Near Eastern and 
African Division, Office of Internationa] 
Trade, Department of Commerce, Wash- 
ington 25, D, C.) 


INDIA 
Tractors Under New Import Policy 


Import licenses for agricultural trac- 
tors will now be issued to “established 
importers” in India on a quota basis 
instead of under the blanket license 
system used in 1952. 

Under the import-licensing policy an- 
nounced for the first 6 months of 1953, 
both general licenses, which are valid 
for imports from all sources, and soft- 
currency licenses will be granted to 
established importers under quotas per- 
mitting them to import at an annual 
rate of up to 100 percent, or 50 percent 
for 6 months, of their best year’s 
imports from hard and soft currency 
areas, respectively. 

Individual quota licenses for gasoline. 
powered tractors or tractors having less 
than 15-drawbar horsepower will be 
valid only for makes previously im- 
ported by the importer. 

Licenses will be subject to the further 
condition that importers continue as 
accredited agents of the manufacturers, 
that they maintain facilities for servic- 
ing tractors imported by them, and that 
they import spare parts of a value not 
less than 15 percent of the value of 
complete tractors imported. 

Importation of spare parts for agri- 
cultural tractors is covered by open gen- 
eral license No. XXIV. 

Applications by nonestablished im- 
porters, or by established importers for 
makes of tractors not previously im- 
ported by them, will also be considered 
on merit, 


MEXICO 
Live Sheep Require Export Permit 


Mexican sheep exporters must now 
obtain a prior export permit from the 
Ministry of Economy, by a resolution 
effective February 3, 1953. 

The resolution affects two classifica- 
tions of the export tariff schedule: No, 
10-11, Sheep, male, uncastrated, and 
ewes up to 3 years old; and No. 10-12, 
Sheep, unspecified. — Diario Oficial, 
Feb. 3, 1953. 


PERU 


Duty Increases Proposed 


A petition for Peruvian duty in- 
creases on dried yeast, baking powders, 


(Continued on Page 26) 








Foreign Commerce Weekly 





we aware: 





SEE NE 


EX BNE. 








ae - 


4 he hh | COU eee eee fe a oo bs = 2 | Of 


, iw os 


— ss ee ee ee ws 


1'OQne 


z= 


C. 
at 
ot 
of 


nit 
Ow 
the 
ion 


ca- 
No. 
ind 
12, 
ial, 


in- 
ers, 


ekly 





Si ORIN, BIEN, 18 BN 


nk 


LL IIIT IRN FELIPE AL CN 





WORLD TRADE LEADS 








Japan Offers Service 
To U. S. Traders 


Inquiries from U. S. importers 
and exporters interested in doing 
business with Japan are invited 
by the Aichi Trade Institute, 
#31-4 Horiuchi-cho Nakamura- 
ku, Nagoya, Japan. 

The Institute reportedly is 
sponsored by the Japanese Gov- 
ernment, and was established for 
the purpose of promoting foreign 
trade, developing domestic indus- 
try, improving methods of manu- 
facture, and furnishing trade in- 
formation to Japanese commer- 
cial enterprises. Its services to 
local firms, as well as inquirers 
abroad, are offered free of charge. 











Sudan in Market for 
New Plant Equipment 


The Sudan Gezira Board, a depart- 
ment of the Sudan Government, is in- 
terested in receiving quotations for a 
cottonseed decorticating, crushing, and 
expelling plant. The quantities of cot- 
tonseed requiring treatment may vary 
from 300 to 600 long tons daily. Stor- 
age facilities for 20,000 long tons also 
are required, in addition to the neces- 
sary conveying plant. 

The Board operates the Gezira 
Scheme, an irrigated area of approxi- 
mately 1 million acres producing main- 
ly cotton, as well as ginning factories. 

Interested suppliers should address 


their offers to the Sudan Gezira Board, 
Barakat, Sudan. 





Ceylon Government Invites 
Bids for Cover Paper 


The Ceylon Government is inviting 
bids from manufacturers and principals 
only, until March 31, for the supply and 
delivery of 1,800 reams of cover paper, 
Eau-de-nil (yellowish gold) color, 500 
sheets to a ream, weight 70 pounds per 
ream, size 23” x 36”. 


A copy of the bidding conditions, 
Specifications, and sample of paper, may 
be obtained for review purposes on 
loan from the Commercial Intelligence 
Division, U. S. Department of Com- 
merce, Washington 25, D. C. Copies 
may also be obtained from the Ceylon 
Embassy, 2148 Wyoming Avenue, NW., 
Washington, D. C. 

Bids should be sent direct to the 
Chairman, Tender Board, Ministry of 
a. P. O. Box 500, Colombo, Cey- 
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Syria Interested in 
Laboratory Machinery 


The Syrian Ministry of Hygiene is in- 
terested in purchasing the following 
machinery for use in its pharmaceutical 
preparations laboratory: 

® Rotating machine for the manufac- 
ture of tablets or compressed pastilles, 
with a minimum output of 12,000 to 15,- 
000 tablets per hour. 


eA machine for manufacturing 
pomades, with a 30- to 50-liter capacity 
per hour; a homogenizing machine, 30- 
to 50-liter capacity per hour; and an 
automatic tube filler, 10 cc. to 50 cc. 
capacity, output per hour approximately 
2,000 tubes. 

@ Modern equipment for extracting 
fluids from herbs and plants, with a 
medium production capacity. 

e@ A machine for filling and sealing 
flasks with an attachment for print- 
ing contents on the glass. In connection 
with this machine a distillation appara- 
tus is required for extracting the pyro- 
ligneous impurities from the distilled 
water to purify contents. 

The Ministry of Hygiene is particular- 
ly interested in receiving catalogs, to- 
gether with technical specifications and 
firm offers, from firms in the United 
States that are in a position to supply 
such equipment and machinery. The 
Ministry has been authorized to contact 
foreign firms in this matter, but final 
confirmation of any order would be 
made through the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs. 

Interested United States firms should 
address correspondence to Miss Falak 
Shatti, Chief, Preparatory Section, Min- 
istry of Hygiene, Damascus, Syria, 





Belgian Developments 
In Industry Reported 


The Belgian Government, in coopera- 
tion with La Federation des Entreprises 
de Il'Industrie des Fabrications Metal- 
(FABRIMETAL), in Brussels, 
has issued two brochures. entitled 
“Transport Equipment” and “The Bel- 
gian Textile Machinery Industry,” de- 
signed to provide insight into latest de- 
velopments in these two segments of 
Belgian industry with a view to pro- 


moting trade in their products. 


Copies of the brochures are available 
for review purposes in all U. S. Depart- 
ment of Commerce Field Offices, as 
well as in the Commercial Intelligence 
Division of the Department, in Wash- 
ington, D. C. 





INSECTICIDES AND FERTILIZERS 
produced in Argentina increased in the 
fourth quarter of 1952 in response to 
stepped-up demand from rural areas. A 
slowdown in the textile industry caused 
production of sulfuric acid to decline. 


New U. S.lndian Aid 
Agreements Signed 


Funds totaling $29,150,000 and $148,- 
635, respectively, will be allocated by 
the Governments of the United States 
and India to provide for equipment for 
certain river valley projects and agri- 
cultural extension work in India. 


These sums are provided for under 
the terms of two operational agreements 
signed on February 9 between the two 
Governments. The agreements are an 
outgrowth of the supplementary agree- 
ment signed by the United States and 
India in November 1952, whereby the 
former offered assistance to India to 
the extent of $38,350,000 (Foreign Com- 
merce Weekly, Nov. 24, 1952, p. 17). 

Of the .total amounts allocated, the 
United States will give $1,850,000 for 
river valley development and $133,200 
for agricultural extension, and India 
will provide $27,300,000 and $15,435 for 
these respective projects. 

The operational agreement on the 
river valley projects supplements the 
one signed on June 14, 1952, under 
which provision was made for supplying 
certain equipment for the Hirakud, 
Kakrapara, Mahi, and Ghataprabha 
projects. Under the terms of the present 
agreement, provision is made for tech- 


nical assistance, equipment, and sup- 


plies, for construction of dams, irriga- 
tion canals, and power plants for Hira- 
kud, the Gangapur project, the Jawai 


project, and certain river valley schemes 
of Saurashtra. 


The second operational agreement, in- 
volving agricultural extension, has as 
its objective the promotion of a village 
workers’ training program, under which 
village workers will be given necessary 
printed and graphic materials for effec- 
tive development work in community 
project areas, as well as for other agri- 
cultural extension work. 





Short-Wave Transmitters 
To Be Purchased by Iran 


Bids are invited until March 7 by the 
Ministry of Post, Telegraph, and Tele- 
phone, Tehran, Iran, covering the sup- 
ply of two 50-kilowatt short-wave 
transmitters, complete with aerials, 
powerplant, sound pick-up equipment, 
monitoring and receiver station equip- 
ment, and cables, transformer, and 
spare parts. 

Further details concerning require- 
ments are available on request from 
the Commercial Intelligence Division, 
U. S. Department of Commerce, Wash- 
ington 25, D. C. 

Quotations should be sent direct to 
the Ministry’s Supply Department in 
Tehran. 
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Kenya Issues Book on 
Commerce, Industry 


General information on investment 
and trade development possibilities in 
Kenya, British East Africa, is contained 
in a handbook entitled “Notes on Com- 
merce and Industry in Kenya,” recently 
issued by the Government of Kenya. 

Topics discussed in the booklet in- 
clude physical characteristics of the 
country; population; communications; 
development and reconstruction pro- 
grams; agricultural, forest, and mineral 
production; customs; imports and ex- 
ports; labor supply and prevailing wage 
rates in selected occypations; income 
tax; industrial developments; and fac- 
tory and other legislation. 

Copies of the handbook are available, 
while the supply lasts, from the Repre- 
sentative in North America, Crown 
Agents for the Colonies, 1800 K Street, 
NW., Washington 6, D. C. Interested 
parties also may address the Member 
for Commerce and Industry, P. O. Box 
621, Nairobi, Kenya, British East Africa. 


Libya Seeks Market for 
Esparto Grass in U. S. 


A United States market for esparto 
grass is urgently sought by the Esparto 
Grass Corporation, Tripoli, Libya. The 
Corporation, ~ which is Government- 
dominated, states that delivery of 10,000 
to 15,000 tons annually could be as- 
sured. Price requested is £16 per ton, 
f.o.b. Libya. 








LICENSING 
OPPORTUNITIES 











In the United States 


Dental Instruments: 

France — Ernest Richard (dental 
surgeon; inventor of a syringe for re- 
gional anesthesia), 16 Boulevard J.B. 
Lebas, Lille (Nord), offers for manu- 
facture under license and sale in the 
United States a syringe used for re- 
gional anesthesia of the lower jaw. The 
instrument is said to reduce to a mini- 
mum the pain at time of injection, as 
the needle holder is equipped with an 
adjustable guard which limits the pene- 
tration of the needle. Also, it is claimed 
that the guard on the syringe prevents 
breakage of the needle by limiting the 
angle of defiexion of the latter in case 
of misdirected pressure, which would 
normally tend to snap the needle at its 
root. U. S. patent No. 2,569,901 has been 
granted for this invention. 


Games: 

France—Marcel Porreca (inventor of 
remote-control game), 24 Boulevard 
14 


Pages, Sainte- Marguerite, Marseille 
(Bouches-du-Rhone), offers drawings, 


designs, and techniques for the manu- 
facture and distribution in the United 
States of a patented “Moto-Ball” game, 
consisting of a ball and two midget 
motorcyclists (20 centimeters long), 
moving on a ball field divided into two 
camps separated by an open space. 
Each motorcyclist is directed by re- 
mote control by means of a handle bar, 
equipped with an acceleration handle. 
Inventor states that the game has been 
installed in public places, and could 
be adapted for use in homes. 


Machinery: 

France—Lang, Blanchong & Cie. 
(manufacturer of printing machines; 
printer of periodicals and industrial 
magazines), 30 Rue du Poteau, Paris 


_ 18, is interested in licensing an Ameri- 


can firm for the production in the 
United States of a machine designed 
to print in two colors and assemble in 
one operation 365-page, loose-leaf calen- 
dars. The machine is said to effect 
savings in personnel, paper, and cost, 
operate at greater speed, and permit the 
making of immediate reprints. 

France—Camille Le Gall (manufac- 
turer of machines for the chemical, 
pharmaceutical, and foodstuffs indus- 
tries), 13 bis-15 Rue Marceau, Mon- 
treuil-sous-Bois (Seine), is interested in 
licensing an American firm for the man- 
ufacture and distribution in the United 
States of a patented, reportedly im- 
proved type of double screw mixers for 
which the following characteristics are 
claimed: (1) The drum which is keyed 
to two pivoting disks turns on ball bear- 
ings, which makes possible (a) suppres- 
sion of the usual counterweight, (b) 
total tilting in the vertical position, (c) 
loading from both sides, (d) reduced 
dimensions and weight, (e) use of a 
fixed loading hopper with trap and air- 
tight cover, (f) an underslung arrange- 
ment for emptying into pit, (g) con- 
tinued revolution of the screws during 
emptying process; (2) the steel gears 
with machine-cut teeth are placed in 
oil-tight crank cases and fitted with 
bearings; (3) the screw spindles are 
fitted on bearings and comprise a stuff- 
ing box which is easily adjustable; (4) 
the driving pulley revolves at 1,000 
r.p.m., eliminating transmission and belt, 
and permitting (a) direct drive by 1,400- 
r.p.m. motor with trapezoidal belts, 
(b) direct coupling to 1,000-r.p.m. motor 
through flexible coupling. These mixers 
are used in the following industries: 
Plastics, synthetic textiles, paint, var- 
nish, putty, glue, rubber, ceramic paste, 
tar product, paper pulp, abrasive, chem- 
ical, and foodstuff. 

France—Societe M.M.M.—Orleanaise 
de Manutention par Moyens Mecaniques 
(manufacturer of handling and hoisting 
equipment), 85 Rue Henri Pavard, St. 
Jean de la Ruelle, pres Orleans (Loiret), 
is interested in licensing an American 
firm for the manufacture and distribu- 
tion in the United States of a small 


crane (80 cms.), weighing 500 kilograms 
and having a lifting capacity of 1,000 
kilograms with a single cable. This type 
of crane, to which a grab bucket may 
be adapted, is installed between the 
cabin and body or platform of a truck 
and operated by the truck’s engine. 


Motors: 

Germany—Wirtschaftliche und tech- 
nische Betriebsberatung (industrial ad- 
visory service for patents, registered 
designs, and licenses), Luetzowerstrasse 
4, Offenbach-Main, is interested in li- 
censing an American firm for the manu- 
facture in the United States of the 
“Aremo” automatically controlled mo- 
tor, said to be developed from the 
regular elctromotor. This engine igs 
claimed to be an alternate current- 
asynchronous motor which reduces, 
within the range of 0.5 to 15 kw., the 
number of motor sizes from about a 
dozen to three “power units” having 
sufficient capacity to furnish power for 
all phases of the aforementioned range, 


Processes (Gasification): 

France — Pan-European Industrial 
Plants Co., Ltd. (engineer, contractor, 
and owner of patent rights for gasi- 
fication process), 10 Rue Auber, Paris 
9, offers to license in the United States 
its process for the gasification of coal 
dust. The main characteristics of the 
process are stated to be its suitability 
for the gasification of low-grade coals, 
handling them with a high conversion 
efficiency, as well as fuels which dis- 
integrate to dust when dried, fines, and 
middlings, even if high in ash; and its 
low oxygen consumption, as compared 
with other gasification processes. 


In Foreign Countries 


Automobile Accessories: 

France—Production Georges Maire 
(manufacturer of stamped, embossed, 
and polished, nickel- and chrome-plated 
automobile accessories), 98 Boule- 
vard Pereire, Paris 17e, wishes to be 
licensed by an American firm for the 
manufacture and distribution in France 
of automobile products and accessories 
for which the firm’s facilities are suit- 
able. Depending upon proposals submite 
ted, firm would be interested in receiv- 
ing capital, machines, equipment, pat- 
ents, processes, and techniques. 


Clay Products: 

France—Etablissements Rene Nicot 
(manufacturer of moldings of baked, 
common, and special clays, and sand- 
stone material), Rue de la Liberation, 
Vendeuve-sur-Barse (Aube), is interest- 
ed in obtaining U. S. capital, patents, 
and new processes for the production in 
France of stoneware clay, to be used 
especially for paving, tiling, and facing. 
Also, firm seeks a process for harden- 
ing clay by chemical methods, without 
baking, which would have all the quali- 
ties and characteristics of its. traditional 
products. 


Furnaces and Ovens: 
France—Francois Schwaller’tmaufac- 
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turer of ovens and equipment for glass- 
works), 57 Boulevard de Strasbourg, 
Paris, wishes to be licensed by an 
American firm for the manufacture and 
distribution in France, of all types of 
furnaces and ovens; also thermal ap- 
paratus for the glass, ceramic, and 
enamel industries. 


Glues and Gelatins: 


France — Georges Alquier (maufac- 
turer of industrial hide glues and gela- 
tins, and vegetable and casein glues), 
3 Place Notre Dame, Mazamet (Tarn), 
is interested in obtaining processes and 
techniques for the manufacture and dis- 
tribution in France of (1) industrial 
jellied hide glues and gelatins in the 
form of filaments, dried by rotary dry- 
ers; (2) synthetic and chemical glues 
having, for example, vinylic resin as a 
base; and (3) dextrin glues, waterproof 
or not. Also, firm seeks processes for 
the recovery of wool and hair from 
hides. 


Machinery: 


Netherlands — N.V. Machinefabriek 
v/h Th. Buhrs & Zonen (manufacturer), 
58-62 Zuiddijk, Zaandam, wishes to be 
licensed by an American firm for the 
production in the Netherlands of wood- 
working and blueprint machinery and 
speed reducers. 


Materials Handling Equipment: 


France — Pecquet Tesson & Cie. 
(manufacturer of welded sheet-metal 
work, including mechanical handling 
and drying equipment), 7 Rue d’Athenes, 
Paris 9, is interested in obtaining VU. S. 
patents, processes, and techniques for 
the manufacture in France of movable 
handling equipment for unloading pow- 
dered or granulated products from rail 
cars, trucks, etc.; also, salt-collecting 
equipment to be used in salt works and 
rock-salt mines. 


Metal Products: 


France—S.E.C.O.—Societe des Epin- 
gles et Crochets d’Orleans (manufac- 
turer of metal products, including var- 
nished hairpins and roofing slate hooks), 
1 Rue de Puits St. Laurent, Orleans 
(Loiret), wishes to be licensed by an 
American firm for the manufacture and 
distribution in France of products in 
line with firm’s production. According 
to proposals submitted, firm would be 
interested in. capital, equipment, patents 
and processes. 


Optical Products: 


Germany — Optisches Werk Franz 
Gaertner (manufacturer), 48 Nuern- 
berger Strasse, Duesseldorf-Benrath, 


‘wishes to be licensed by American firms 


for the production in Germany of op- 
tical lenses, eye glasses, and general 
Optics, as well as precision grinding of 
glass and metal surfaces. 


Paint and Varnishes: 


France—Prouvost-Dalle & Cie. (man- 
ufacturer of paints and varnishes), 
21 Rue du Faubourg d’Arras, Lille 
(Nord), is interested in obtaining U. S. 


February 23, 1953 


patents and processes for the manu- 
facture and distribution in France of 
new types of paints, varnishes, and 
similar products. 


Railroad Equipment: 


France—Mecanique Generale de Mon- 
treuil (maufacturer of brass valves, pipe 
fittings, and other appliances), 86 Rue 
Voltaire, Montreuil-sous-Bois (Seine), 
wishes to be licensed by an American 
firm for the manufacture and distri- 
bution in France and other European 
countries of special assemblies of elec- 
trically operated valves and pipe fit- 
tings. 

Textile Equipment: i 

Germany—H. N. Zapf, K.G. (man- 
ufacturer of paper spools for textile in- 
dustry), 11-13 Muehlstrasse, Hof., Ba- 
varia, wishes to be licensed by an 
American firm for the manufacture in 


Germany of new types of spools used in 
the textile industry. 





IMPORT 
OPPORTUNITIES 











Supplementary information, in 

the form of literature, catalogs, 

photographs, price lists, or sam- 

ples, is available in specific in- 

stances as indicated by symbol 

(*), from the Commercial Intelli- 

gence Division, U. S. Department 

of Commerce, Washington 25, D. Cc. 

Automotive Parts: . 
England—H. A. Riedl, Ltd. (manu- 
facturer’s export agent), 53 Christ- 
church Avenue, London, N.12, offers to 
export direct, preferably to distributing 
companies buying for own account, or 
through agent light piston assemblies, 
piston rings, cylinder liners, bearings, 
bushes, valves, tie-rod ends, drag links, 
leaf and coil springs, brake and clutch 
linings, electrical parts, and recondi- 

tioning equipment for engines. 


Chemicals: 

Norway—Larvik Pigmentfabrikk A/L 
(manufacturer of zinc oxide and zinc 
dust from metallic zinc), Post Office 
Box 81, Larvik, offers to export direct 
or through agent each month 100 tons 
of zinc dust (vapors from metallic zine 
are purified by fractionation and shock- 
cooled) and 250 tons of lead free zinc 
oxide (vapors from electrothermical vola- 
tilized zinc metal are purified by frac- 
tionation and are oxidized under con- 
trolled conditions). Brands of zinc oxide 
available: ASIK, acicular type, high 
purity; LARVIK, white, green, and red 
seal, having wide range of application; 
and LARVIK, rubber grades and phar- 
maceutical zinc oxide. Descriptive 
analysis of ASIK only available.* 


Dairy Equipment: 

Norway—A/S Meka (manufacturer), 
4 Lade Alle, Trondheim, offers to sell 
production rights to its patented’ stain- 
less steel faucets used in the dairy 
industry. Descriptive information avail- 
able.* 


WORLD TRADE LEADS 


Flowers: 


British West Indies—Fairview Gar- 
dens (horticulturist, exporter), Castries, 
St. Lucia, offers to export direct first- 
and second-grade cut flowers, including 
anthuriums and other lilies and orchids, 
small, medium, and large blooms, 24 
dozen monthly, packed in baskets. 


Foodstuffs: 


El Salvador—Representaciones Inter- 
nacionales (manufacturer’s and buying 
agent), Apartado 625, San Salvador, 
wishes to represent a U. S. coffee 
roaster as buying agent in El Salvador 
for coffee beans. 


Instruments (Mathematical) : 

England — Divigraphs (C.P. Stutch- 
bury), (manufacturer, exporter), 27 
Omdurman Road, Highfield, Southamp- 
ton, offers to export direct 1,000 plastic 
multi-purpose mathematical instruments 
for protracting, dividing lines, and 
marking down divisions of known 
lengths graphically. Descriptive litera- 
ture and sample available.* 


Jewelry: 

Japan—Heiwa Nosan Co., Ltd. (Heiwa 
Nosan Kabushiki Kaisha), (export 
merchant), Kitanagasa-dori 4-chome, 
Ikuta Ku, Kobe, offers to export direct 
each month 300,000 pieces of first- and 
second-grade rock crystal beads, 100 
beads per string, 20 strings per carton, 
and 25 cartons per wooden case for 
export. Specifications: Drop cut, 32 
cut, X cut, diamond cut, and other 
shapes; diameter, 5 mm. to 10 mm. 


Lumber Products: 

France—Etablissements Roger Delage 
(producer, wholesaler, and exporter of 
lumber, timber, pit props, etc.), Usines 
de la Mousseigne, Belin, Gironde, offers 
to export direct or through agent good- 
quality wooden cases for packing and 
ammunition, boxes, crates, railway ties, 
pit props, sawed wood, flooring, panel- 
ing and wainscoting, sectional wood 
frames and parts for prefabricated 
houses, and sheds, made from maritime 
pines grown in Gironde and Landes, . 
Inspection available in producing center 
at buyer’s expense. 


Metal Products: 

Norway—Torjus Fabrikker 
facturer, exporter), (no street address 
required), Sarpsborg, offers to export 
direct first-quality razor-blade blanks 
for the production of razor blades, 1 ton 
for immediate shipment and 1 ton 
monthly thereafter. Specifications: 0.08, 
0.10, and 0.13 millimeters. No | official 
inspection available in Norway. Price 
quotation for 0.10 millimeter only avail- 
able.* 


Meters: 

France—Radio Controle (manufac- 
turer, exporter), 141 Rue Boileau, Lyon 
6, offers to export direct electric meters 
for the radio and television industries, 
Illustrated literature (in French) avail- 
able.* 

Oils: 

France—J. L. Duret & Co. (whole- 


(manu- 
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saler and exporter), 24-28 Rue Condil- 
fac, Bordeaux, Gironde, offers to ex- 
port direct or through agent excellent 
quality pure olive oil in drums, cans, 
er glass bottles. Inspection available at 
port of shipment at buyer’s expense. 


Italy—Esperis, S.A. (manufacturer, 
exporter), 29 Via A. Binda, Milan, 
offers to export direct or through agent 
essential oils. Descriptive literature (in 
Italian and English) available.* 

Optical Goods: 

Germany — Optisches Werk Franz 
Gaertner (manufacturer), 48 Nuern- 
berger Strasse, Duesseldorf-Benrath, of- 
fers to export optical lenses, eye glasses, 
and general optics. 


Railway Equipment: 

Germany — Waggonfabrik Talbot 
(manufacturer), 213-237 Juelicher- 
strasse Aachen, offers to export direct 
special railway trucks and passenger 
cars. Firm desires to cooperate with 
U. S. manufacturers of railway truck 
and passenger cars to construct special 
trucks and cars. Catalog available.* 


Scales: 

Germany—Joseph Rupprecht O.H.G. 
(exporter, manufacturer), Obere Pirk- 
heimerstrasse 31, Nuernberg, offers to 
export household scales. Photograph 
available.* 


Toys: 

England—Colour Portraits, Ltd. 
(manufacturer of plastic balloon mate- 
rials; photographer), 105 Cheyne Walk, 
London, S. W. 10; offers to export direct 
“blo-bloon” for making plastic balloons. 
Instructions and samples available.* 


Willow and Wicker Ware: 

Madeira—Freitas & Gouveia, Lda. 
(manufacturer, wholesaler, and export- 
er), 15 Rua Dr. Fernao d’Ornelas, Fun- 
chal, offers to export direct or through 
agent willow baskets and wicker fur- 
niture. Quality of product controlled 
by Junta Nacional das Frutas (National 
Fruit Board), Funchal, Madeira, a Por- 
tuguese Government organization. 





EXPORT 
OPPORTUNITIES 











Burners (Oil): 

France—Societe A.S.P.E.R.C. (pro- 
ducer, wholesaler, and exporter of clay 
and fire clay), Saint-Vite, Lot-et-Gar- 
onne, wishes to purchase direct good 
quality oil burners for installation on 
existing tunnel kilns or furnaces (clay, 
ceramic, brick, etc.), operating under 
pressure of 15 to 22 pounds and heating 
furnace through dome. Firm. states 
atomized oil sheet should be horizontal 
and not conical; capacity, approximately 
40 kilograms or about 9.5 gallons of oil 
per hour. Quantities will be stated upon 
receipt of descriptive pamphlets and 
price quotations. 
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Clothing: 

Canada —J. Cada (manufacturer’s 
agent), 1361 Thames Street, Ottawa, 
wishes to purchase direct or obtain 
agency for ladies’ and children’s lingerie 
and sweaters and children’s and babies’ 
wear. 


Hardware: 


Union of South Africa—Western Steel 
Product (Pty.) Ltd. (manufacturer of 
steel windows), Green Street (P.O. 
Box 28), Maitland, Capetown, wishes to 
purchase direct hardware for aluminum 
windows. 


Machinery: 

France—Etablissements Roger Delage 
(producer, wholesaler, and exporter of 
lumber, timber, pit props, flooring, etc.; 
sawmill operator), Usines de la Lous- 
seigne, Belin, Gironde, wishes to pur- 
chase direct or through agent wood- 
working machinery, machine tools, and 
electrical equipment for sawmills; also, 
tractors for lumbering trade. 


Novelties: 
Canada —J. Cada (manufacturer’s 
agent), 1361 Thames Street, Ottawa, 


wishes to purchase direct or obtain 
agency for all kinds of novelties. 





Textiles: 
Canada — J. Cada (manufacturer’s 
agent), 1361 Thames Street, Ottawa, 


wishes to purchase direct or obtain 
agency for nylon yard goods. 

Tools: ‘ 

Japan— Taihei Trading Co., Ltd. (ex- 
porter, wholesaler, sales agent), No. 5, 
3-chome, Kitahama Higashi-ku, Osaka, 
wishes to purchase direct high speed 
steel solid tools, suitable for the manu- 
facture of arms and ammunition. 





AGENCY 
OPPORTUNITIES 











Clothing: 

Egypt—Rieti & Co. (manufacturer’s 
agent, commission merchant, importing 
distributor), 1 Mashadi Street (P.O. 
Box 1523), Cairo, wishes to obtain 
agency for ladies’ nylon stockings. 


Household Appliances: 

Italy — A.V.E. Fabbrica\, Materiale 
Elettrico (exporter, manufacturer), Ves- 
tone, Brescia, wishes to obtain agency 
for electrical home appliances. 

Switzerland—Sulgeneck Handels A. G. 
(importer, sales agent), 51 Monbijou- 
strasse, Bern, wishes to obtain agency 
for household items, including electric 
washing machines, refrigerators, floor 
polishers and waxers, floor prepara- 
tions, deep freezes, ice-cream freezers, 
and beauticians’ equipment (electric and 
manual). 


Lighting Equipment: 

Union of South Africa—Hubert Davies 
& Co., Ltd. (electrical and mechanical 
engineer), P.O. Box 352, Durban, 


- for an indefinite visit. 


wishes to act .as representative for 
American manufacturers of cold cath- 
ode lighting equipment for commercial 
and industrial enterprises. 

World Trade Directory Report being 
prepared. 


Metal Products: 

Canada—T. H. McLaren Agencies 
(commission merchant, manfacturer’s 
representative), 65 Beaufort Road, 
Toronto 8, Ontario, wishes to obtain 
agency for nonferrous metal products, 
including items used by plumbers, ship- 
builders, ship repairers, oil_ refineries, 
and basic chemical plants. 

Radio and Television: 

Italy — A.V.E. Fabbrica Materiale 
Elettrico (exporter, manufacturer), 
Vestone, Brescia, wishes to obtain 
agency for radio and television sets. 


Tallow: 

Egypt—Rieti & Co. (manufacturer's 
agent, commission merchant, importing 
distributor), 1 Mashadi Street (P.O. 
Box 1523), Cairo, wishes to obtain 
agency for fancy tallow. Firm desires 
offers from manufacturers only. 








FOREIGN 
VISITORS 








British East Africa—J. H. Turner, 
representing the Kenya Coffee Board, 


Etco House, Whitehouse Road, Nairobi, - 


Kenya, is interested in purchasing cof- 
fee-drying machinery and contacting 
importers of coffee. Scheduled to ar- 
rive March 17, via New York or Bos- 
ton, for a month’s visit. U.S. address: 
c/o Mitchell Cotts, 60 Wall Street, New 
York, N. Y. Itinerary: New York, Chi- 
cago, Washington, and New Orleans. 

World Trade Directory Report being 
prepared. 


England—V. Gilbert, 87 Guildford 
Street, London, W.C.1, is interested in 
selling high-grade hand-made nail and 
tooth brushes, (pure bristles) to stores 
and buyers for drugstores. Scheduled 
to arrive February 23, via New York, 
U. S. address: 
Hotel Times Square, 8th Avenue and 
43d Street, New York, N. Y. Itinerary: 
Chicago, Detroit, Boston, Washington 
and Philadelphia. 

World Trade Directory Report being 
prepared. 

France—Messrs. Leon and Pierre 
Boyaval, representing Societe Boyaval 
& Cie., 49 bis, Rue St. Gabriel, Lille, 
(Nord), is interested in the manufac- 
ture of metallic furniture and requests 
technical information on methods of im- 
proving manufacturing processes. 
Scheduled to arrive February 25, via 
New York, for a visit of 3 months. U. 
S. address: Edison Hotel, 47th Street 
West at Broadway, New York 19, N. Y. 
Itinerary: New York, Buffalo, Philadel- 
phia, and Chicago. 
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World Trade Directory Report being 
prepared. 

Germany—Guillermo C. Boelcke, rep- 
resenting Blendax-Werke, Mainz am 
Rhein, is interested in licensing an 
American firm to manufacture, on a 
royalty basis, an antipyorrhea tooth- 
paste ingredient; also, requests techni- 
cal information on new machinery used 
in the manufacture of toothpaste and 
tubes, and wishes to visit tube and lac- 
quer and toothpaste manufacturers. 
Was scheduled to arrive February 19, 
via New York, for a visit of 10 days. 
U. S. address: Wellington Hotel, 7th 
Avenue and 55th Street, New York, 
N. Y. Itinerary: New York and cities 


in northern New Jersey. 


World Trade Directory Report being 
prepared. 


Germany—Dr. Ing. Franz Kaess, rep- 
resenting Sueddeutsche Kalkstickstoff- 
Werke A. G. (Southern German Cyana- 
mide, Inc.), (manufacturer and export- 
er), 7,Fabrikstrasse, Trostberg, Upper 
Bavaria, is interested in the exchange 
of patents, and the production of car- 
bide, calcium cyanamide, and synthetic 
resins. Scheduled to arrive the middle 
of March, via New York, for a visit of 
4 weeks. U. S. address: c/o American 
Cyanamid Co., 30 Rockefeller Plaza, 
New York, N. Y. Itinerary: New York. 


Current World Trade Directory Re- 
port being prepared. 


Germany—Max Kamp, representing 
Cryns & Kamp (manufacturer and ex- 
porter of tools), 16 Hermannstrasse, 
Remscheid-Lennep, is interested in pro- 
moting the sale of hand tools. He is 
now in the United States until March. 
U. S. address: c/o Belmont-Plaza Hotel, 
Lexington Avenue and 49th Street, New 
York, N. Y.- Itinerary: Chicago, New 
Orleans, Los Angeles, and New York. 

(Previously announced, Foreign Com- 
merce Weekly, Jan. 12, 1953.) 

Japan—Masao Ueda, representing the 
Kawasaki Rolling Stock Manufacturing 
Co., Ltd. (manufacturer of steam and 
electric locomotives, passenger and 
freight cars, diesel and electric cars, 


and rolling-stock parts), No. 6, 1-chome, 
Wadayamadori, Hyogo-ku, Kobe, is in- 
terested in purchasing on a continuing 
basis structural steel, rolling-stock parts 
and other equipment, such as AB freight 
brake equipment, rolled wheels—design 
A-33, AAR-spec. M103-49, Class 1; fric- 
tion bearing freight car axles 51/2”x 
10”; couplers—cast steel AAR  stand- 
ard type E; friction draft gears—Class 
A-22 XL; friction bolster springs—type 
A; and truck springs. Scheduled to ar- 
rive in the middle of March, via New 
York, for a month’s visit. U. S. ad- 
dress: c/o The Nissho American Corp., 
74 Trinity Place, New York, N. Y. Itin- 
erary: New York, Chicago, San Fran- 
cisco, and other cities if necessary. 

World Trade Directory Report being 
prepared. 

Japan—Taichiro Shiraiwa, represent- 
ing Kokoku Rayon and Pulp Co., Ltd., 
1 Tamura-cho, 1-chome, Shiba, Minato- 
ku, Tokyo, is interested in the manufac- 
ture and sale of sulfite wood pulp, vis- 
cose rayon staple, spun rayon yarn, spun 
rayon fabrics, paper, and importation 
of machinery for the above operations. 
Also, he desires the latest technical in- 
formation in connection with the manu- 
facture of viscose rayon staple, spun 
rayon yarn, spun rayon fabrics, also, 
sulfite wood pulp and paper. Scheduled 
to arrive the middle of March, via San 
Francisco, for a visit of approximately 
45 days. U.S. address: c/o C. T. Taka- 
hashi & Co., Ltd., Third and Main Build- 
ing, 216 Third Avenue, South, Seattle 
4, Washington. Itinerary: San Fran- 
cisco,‘ Los Angeles, Chicago, Cleveland, 
New York, Boston, Philadelphia, Wash- 
ington (D. C.), and Marcus Hook (Del.). 

World Trade Directory Report being 
prepared. 

Scotland—William Lang, representing 
Ayrshire Dockyard Co., Ltd. Church 
Street, Irvine, Ayrshire, is interested in 
increasing the sale of cold-rolled mild 
steel partitions, steel sections, light 
gage structures for building, post-office 
boxes, and drawer slides. Scheduled to 
arrive March 10, via Seattle, for a visit 
of 3 weeks. U. S. address: c/o J. C. 
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Fryer, 1126 Wilshire Blvd., Santa Mon- 
ica, Calif. Itinerary: Seattle, Portland, 
San Francisco, Los Angeles, and New 
York. 

World Trade Directory Report being 
prepared, 

Union of South Africa—Joseph Kat- 
zen, representing Joseph Katzen (Pty.) 
Ltd., (agent), Troye House, Corner 
Troye and Commissioner Streets (P.O. 
Box 6632), Johannesburg, is interested 
in conferring with American manufac- 
turers interested in the South African 
market, including business firms inter- 
ested in the possibilities for manufac- 
ture in South Africa under license. 
Scheduled to arrive late in February, 
via New York, for a visit of 6 weeks. 
U. S. address: c/o Fenchurch Export 
Corporation, 67 Broad Street, New York, 
N. Y. Itinerary: New York and Chicago. 

Current World Trade Directory Re- 
port being prepared. 





TRADE LISTS 
AVAILABLE 











The Commercial Intelligence Di- 
vision recently has published the 
following trade lists of which 
mimeographed copies may be ob- 
tained by firms domiciled in the 
United States from this Division 
and from Department of Com- 
merce Field. ices. The price 
is $1 a list for each country. 


Industrial Electronic Control and 
Instrument Importers and Dealers— 
Canada. 

Iron, Steel, and Building-Material Im- 
porters and Dealers—Union of South 
Africa. 

Mung Bean Exporters—Thailand. 

Paint, Varnish, and Pigment Manu- 
facturers and Exporters—Netherlands. 

Paper and Stationery Importers and 
Dealers—Haiti. 

Paper and Stationery Importers and 
Dealers—Sweden. ‘ 

Provision Importers and Dealers— 
Colombia. 

Seed and Bulb Importers, Dealers, 
Growers, and Exporters—France. 

Textile Industry—lIraq. 





Strikes Deter Japanese Industry 
(Continued from Page 3) 


July) because of a 3.5 percent reduction 
in prices of exports, predominantly in 
textiles and chemicals, in comparison 
with only a fractional decrease in prices 
of imports. 


Textile Prices Decline 


A decline of 6.4 percent from October 
prices of textiles and more moderate 
reductions in edible farm products, 
metals, and chemical fertilizers counter- 
acted small rises in fuels, building ma- 
terials, “other” farm products, and the 
miscellaneous category to bring the 
wholesale price index down 1.2 percent. 
During the month the weekly index of 
textile prices reached its lowest post- 
Korea level principally because of the 
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fall in cotton yarn, which amounted to 
approximately 40 percent since early 
September and reportedly reacted se- 
verly on small mills and dealers. 

The low level of the price of cotton 
textiles is attributed basically to an 
imbalance in Supply and demand as 
evidenced by rapidly increasing stock- 
piles. A sudden price recovery at the 
end of the month was due to a combi- 
nation of factors which gave promise of 
tighter restrictions on production and 
more liberal financing of inventories, 

The silk market, by contrast, was 
strong, with quotations above ceiling 
prices and sales contracts consummated 
for 80 percent of the new crop. The 
decline in the consumer price index was 
due mainly to nonstaple foods and cloth- 
ing, offsetting the rise in staple foods 
and fuels, 


The advance of 10 percent in the 
Dow average of securities prices ap- 
peared to epitomize the defiant attitude 
in the stock market to disregard warn- 
ings that adverse economic factors 
sooner or later will precipitate a re- 
action. Although the largest gains were 
in banking and insurance securities, 
there were substantial movements also 
in foods and beverages, transportation, 
and machinery. 

An easy situation in the money mar- 
ket was indicated by the excess of al- 
most 32 billion yen ($89 million) of 
Treasury disbursements over receipts, 
the increases in bank deposits and 
loans, and the contraction in borrowings 
of the commercial banks from the Bank 
of Japan. This situation, however, was 
primarily seasonal—Emb., Tokyo. 
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Ecuador Now Exports More Sugar 


Ecuador recently has become a net 
exporter of sugar. Despite increased do- 
mestic consumption, the country will 
have an exportable surplus of. slightly 
over 9,000 metric tons in the consumer 
year beginning August 1, 1952, 


This is in contrast to annual average 
imports of about 8,200 metric tons of 
sugar valued at $290,000 in the years 
1935-39. 

White-sugar consumption in the con- 
sumer year August 1, 1951, through July 
31, 1952, totaled slightly more than 45,- 
000 tons, and although this was some- 
what less than the domestic-consump- 
tion requirements of about 47,627 tons, 
the deficiency was met from the preced- 
ing year’s carry-over of approximately 
9,979 tons. 

Production of white sugar in the con- 
sumer year 1952-53 is forecast at rough- 
ly 57,000 tons, of which an estimated 


90 percent will be consumed domestical- 
ly. 
Two sugar mills, at San Carlos and 
Valdez, which produce about 90 per- 
cent of Ecuador’s white-sugar output, 
have modernized and expanded their 
plants. 

Ecuador also produces annually an 
estimated 25,000 to 30,000 tons of brown 
sugar, all of which is consumed locally. 
Output during the 1952-53 consumer 
year probably will exceed that of the 
preceding year by about 25 percent. 

Sugar imports into Ecuador consist of 
small quantities of cubes and refined 
sugar in packages. 

In August 1952, 1,000,000 gallons of 
molasses were exported to the United 
States. It was expected that an addi- 
tional 1,000,000 gallons would be export- 
ed in December 1952, and the Govern- 
ment Monopoly hopes soon to consum- 
mate the sale of 2,000,000 more gallons. 





Japanese Chemical 
Output Tops Demand 


A significant development in the Jap- 
anese chemical industry has been the 
shift from the shortage of electric power 
as a limiting factor to the demand and 
stockpile situation, as the power supply 
has recently been sufficient to support 
as much production as the market would 
take. 


A segment of the fertilizer industry 
faces the problem of having capacity to 
produce more than the combined domes- 
tic and export markets will absorb at 
present prices. This situation is espe- 
cially true of ammonium sulfate. 

Producers would like to export at 
prices below those on the domestic mar- 
ket to maintain volume output and re- 
duce unit costs, but Japanese agricul- 
tural interests are opposed to this prac- 
tice. Attempts to develop Far Eastern 
export markets have been hampered by 
. European competition. 

Capacity for calcium cyanamide is 
apparently adjusted more closely to do- 
thestic demand, and, despite high stock- 
piles in the summer of 1952, the situa- 
tion is expected to adjust with greater 
seasonal demand. 

Production of superphosphate was re- 
stricted because of the large quantities 
on hand, but the upsurge in demand in 
September caused both prices and pro- 
duction to rise. 

It is planned to increase production 
capacity for urea and the output be- 
cause this commodity utilizes byprod- 
ucts from the manufacture of ammo- 
nium sulfate, and the economy of large- 
scale production will permit sales at 
lower prices and provide access to a 
wider market. 


Iraq Purchases Wheat From 
United States and Canada 


The High Supply Committee has au- 
thorized the appropriate Iraq authori- 
ties to spend the equivalent of 1,000,000 
dinars (1 Iraq dinar=US$2.80) in 
scarce currency for the purchase in 
Canada or the United States of about 
20,000 tons of wheat. 


The first lot of 10,000 tons has been 
purchased and shipped from Galveston. 
Unloading began at Basra on December 
28. An official committee headed by 
the Director General of Finance has 
been designated to take delivery of the 
wheat. 


Of this shipment 7,000 tons reported- 
ly will be distributed to Baghdad, 2,000 
tons to Basra, and 1,000 tons to Kerbala. 


The High Supply Committee at its 
meeting of December 23, 1952, after 
discussing the wheat situation in Iraq, 
authorized the purchase of a second 
lot of 10,000 tons of wheat from the 
same source, in order to make _ avail- 
able to the Iraq consumer an ample 
supply of this grain. 





U. S. Is Large Importer 
Of Sao Tome Cacao 


Production of cacao in the Portuguese 
islands of Sao Tome and Principe in the 
first 9 months of 1953 is officially esti- 
mated at 3,500 to 4,000 metric tons, as 
compared with 4,015 tons in the like 
period of 1952. 

Stocks of cacao in Sao Tome on Sep- 
tember 1, 1951, amounted to 3,664 tons. 
(In this report, the islands of Sao Tome 
and Principe are referred to as Sao 
Tome.) 


Exports of cacao in the first 9 months 


Japan Plans To Import 
Million Tons of Rice 


Japan’s rice import program for the 
fiscal year ending March 31, 1954, as 
announced by the Minister of Agricul- 
ture, totals 1,010,000 metric tons. 

Sources of supply indicated are the 
United States, 300,000 tons; Thailand, 
300,000 tons; Burma, 150,000 tons; Italy, 
60,000 tons; Spain, 60,000 tons; Taiwan, 
60,000 tons; and other countries, 80,000 
tons. 

Indications are that the Japanese 
Government may lower the import goal 
to about 950,000 tons, in view of the 
good 1952 domestic crop and favorable 
collections, as difficulties are antici- 
pated regarding United States alloca- 
tions. Government controls on price 
and distribution of rice are expected to 
continue indefinitely. 


Imports of milled rice into Japan in 
1952 totaled 996,773 tons. Of that 
amount Thailand*supplied 311,436 tons; 
the United States, 272,701 tons; Burma, 
143,501 tons; Italy, 108,993 tons; Tai- 
wan, 51,070 tons; Spain, 47,265 tons; 
Ecuador, 26,270 tons, and other coun- 
tries, 35,537 tons. 

Government collection of rice to De- 
cember 31, 1952, was 3,755,000 tons, or 
25 percent more than that of the like 
date in 1951. Minimum goal was 4,125,- 
000 tons. Official price to farmers was 
equivalent to $6.30 a hundred pounds 
plus bonuses for early and over quota 
delivery. 

In the 1952-53 crop year the rice sup- 
ply is estimated at 6,319,700 tons, of 
which an estimated 5,179,000 tons will 
be utilized in the country, leaving 
stocks at the end of October, 1953, of 
1,140,700 tons. 

The Government supply for rationing 
in the crop year November 1, 1951, to 
October 31, 1952, totaled 6,020,700 
tons, of which 4,896,000 tons were con- 
sumed in the country, leaving stocks at 


the end of the crop year of 1,124,700 
tons, 





of 1952 totaled 6,786 tons. Of that 
amount the United States received 2,499 
tons; the Netherlands, 2,641; Portugal, 
825; Germany, 236; the United King- 
dom, 186; and Italy, 108. Portugal re- 
ceived 135 tons on consignment. The 
remainder went to Finland, Austria and 
France. 


Total exports of cacao in 1952 have 
been officially estimated at about 8,500 
tons. Government sources emphasize 
that 1952 may be considered a repre- 


sentative year, as nothing has happened. 


or is foreseen that will affect Sao 
Tome’s production and marketing of 
cacao, 
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Hong Kong Audiences 
Favor Western Films 


Films with plenty of action are the 
most popular in Hong Kong, Western 
films being favored. Other popular 
films include gangster films, dramas 
from well-known novels, and costume 
action films, such as films about pirates. 
The principal films shown are United 
States, British, and Chinese. 

Earnings from film showings have fal- 
Jen about 30 percent from the boom 
United 
States picture is said to be able to pro- 
duce about HK$1,500,000 after tax, and 
the second-run produces about HK$800,- 
000. (HK$6.01—US$1 at the open rate 
of exchange.) 

There are 53 motion picture theaters 
in Hong Kong, including 24 on Hong 
Kong island, 23 in Kowloon, and 6 in 
the New Territories. These theaters 
have a combined seating capacity for 
55,160 persons. 

A total of 617 feature films, 303 news- 
reels, and 351 short subjects was re- 
viewed in 1951 by the Hong Kong cen- 
sorship panel, The censors have in- 
structions to guard public morals and 
to watch for undesirable propaganda 
in films which might stir up unrest in 
the colony. 

There are 17 companies reportedly 
making Mandarin dialogue films and 26 
companies producing Cantonese dialogue 
films in Hong Kong. Only 8 of these 
companies possess sound stages and 
equipment facilities; the other pro- 
ducers rent stage and production fa- 
cilities. It is estimated that during 1952 
65 Mandarin pictures and 105 Cantonese 
films were produced in the colony. The 
local film industry is reported to have 
lost money in 1952, and prospects for 
1953 do not seem any brighter. 





Brazilian Coffee Exports 
Show Downward Trend 


Supplies of Brazilian coffee available 
for export in the 1952-53 season and for 
carry-over stocks on July 1, 1953, will 
be about 17,400,000 bags of 60 kilograms 
each. 


Exports of coffee in the first 6 months 
of the 1952-53 season were running be- 
hind those of last year, and therefore ex- 
ports for the entire season will prob- 
ably be less than 16,000,000 bags. This 
would leave a probable carry-over of 
visible stocks on July 1, 1953, of 1,300,- 
000 to 1,500,000 bags. 

Coffee exports from Brazil in Decem- 
ber 1952 were reported at 1,435,137 
bags, about the same level as in the pre- 
ceding 3 months. Exports for the first 
6 months of the 1952-53 season were 
8,400,000 bags as compared with 8,900,- 
000 bags in the like period of 1951-52. 
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Iron Ore Reserves in 
Egypt Surveyed 


The discovery of iron ore re- 
serves amounting to 168,250,000 
metric tons has been announced 
by the Egyptian Government. Ac- 
cording to the Government’s re- 
port, the ore is in an area of ap- 
proximately 1,000 square kilo- 
meters in the vicinity of Aswan, 
in southern Egypt. The announce- 
ment was made after 3 years of 
study involving three teams of ge- 
ologists. 

A geological report of the sur- 
vey, published by the Government, 
is expected to be available in 3 
to 4 months. 

Observers in Cairo state that 
publication of this report will 
probably resolve the conflict of es- 
timates made over a period of 
years concerning the quantity of 
iron ore available. This latest and 
presumably most reliable estimate 
of ore tonnage, it is believed, 
should spur efforts on the part of 
the Egyptian Government to es- 
tablish a domestic iron and steel 
industry.—_Emb., Caire, 











Malta Buys British Cars 


Sales of motor vehicles on the island 
of Malta should be about the same in 
1953 as in 1952. Demand for new cars 
is relatively high, and many models may 
now be purchased from stock. 

Malta had 7,161 passenger cars, 2,468 
truck, 557 buses, 10 truck trailers, and 


‘1,546 motorcycles, including 49 motor 


scooters and 204 motor bicycles, in op- 
eration on January 1, 1953, serving its 
315,000 population. These figures do 
not include the numerous vehicles oper- 
ated by the military services, which 
total about 2,500 passenger cars and 600 
trucks, 


The narrow roads, short distances, 
and high cost of gasoline make small 
cars preferable. The 15 percent differ- 
ential between the tariff on United 
Kingdom vehicles and vehicles from oth- 
er countries encourages the sale of Brit- 
ish cars, though foreign exchange is 
freely granted for the purchase of other 
European cars. 


Because of currency restrictions, only 
1 passenger car and 6 trucks were im- 
ported from the United States and Can- 
ada during 1952. About $40,000 per year 
is granted for the purchase of spare 
parts from the United States and Can- 
ada. While currency restrictions con- 
tinue in the United Kingdom it is un- 
likely that. Malta, now in the ranks of 
a dollar earner, will be granted dollars 


for the purchase of U. S. and Canadian 
cars, 


NEWS BY COMMODITIES 


Canadian Lumber Output 
East of Rockies Down 


Estimated production of Canadian 
lumber east of the Rockies during the 
first 10 months of 1952 amounted te 
2,866,421,000 board feet compared with. 
2,978,752,000 board feet in the corre- 
sponding period of 1951. 


Production by provinces in thousands 
of board feet was as follows: 








1952 1951 

Prince Edward Island .... 11,367 1,274 
NOW8 SOC: .....5..cccccccsscescoceos 217,761 300,766 
New Brunswick 251,859 289,397 
OWS nn. .s0is 1,053,761 1,070,505 
mtario ........... 908,072 907,012 
Manitoba ......... 47,863 53,243 
Saskatchewan 71,102 71,708 
BIW + oh ctbisinincdiiaite 636 447 
Wee. SS 2,866,421 2,978,752 


These figures plus the estimated pro- 
duction for British Columbia of 2,793,- 
330,000 board feet during the first 10 


months of 1952 give an estimated total - 


lumber production for the whole of Can- 
ada for the first 10 months of 1952 of 
5,659,751,000 board feet compared with 
5,920,581,000 board feet for the cor- 


responding period of 1951—a drop of 
4.4 percent. 





New Hebrides Cocoa Bean 
Crop and Exports Increase 


Production and export of cocoa beans 
in New Hebrides increased materially in 
1952, according to official sources. Data 
furnished as of October 22, showed that 
over 676 metric tons had already been 
exported (601 tons to France and 75. 
tons to Australia) and an estimated 150 
tons were to be exported by the end of 


December, or a total for 1952 of 826 
tons. . 


It is estimated that 1953 production 
may reach 900 tons. 


The trend of cocoa bean production 
and export has shown a decided change. 
Production from 1930 to 1945 averaged 
about 1,800 tons per year; it was below 
1,000 tons in 1946 and 1947; down in 
1948 to 858 tons, in 1949 to 630 tons, 
and in 1951 to 401 tons. 


Brazilian Fertilizer Use Low 


Consumption of fertilizers in Brazil is 
low compared with the total acreage 
under cultivation—about 350,000 metric 
tons to an estimated 50,000,000 acres. 





The princiapl reason for the limited - 


application of these materials has been 
the high cost of fertilizer ivered to 
the farmer, compared with the local 
value of most of the crops produced. 

Lack of transportation also has been 
a retarding factor. If these facilities 
were adequate, fertilizer would reach 
the farmer at lower prices and crop 
returns would be greater. 
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U. S. Exports of Grain Decline 


United States exports of grains and 
grain products for the period July- 
December 1952 were estimated by the 
U. S. Department of Agriculture at 
6,282,000 long tons, equivalent to 244,- 
851,000 bushels. In the July-December 
period of 1951 the total was 7,929,000 
long tons, or 304,562,000 bushels. 

The July-December total in 1952 in- 
cluded 4,025,000 tons, or 150,238,000 
equivalent bushels of wheat, flour, and 
macaroni, and 2,257,000 tons, or 94,613,- 
000 bushels of coarse grains. Compa- 
rable figures for July-December 1951 
are 5,847,000 tons, or 218,337,000 equiva- 
lent bushels of wheat, flour, and maca- 
roni, and 2,082,000 tons, or 86,225,000 
bushels of coarse grains. 

Exports of coarse grains to all coun- 


tries during July-December 1952 in- 
cluded 59,190,000 bushels of corn, 
5,047,000 bushels of grain sorghums, 
25,657,000 bushels of barley, and 316,000 
bushels of rye. Products of these com- 
modities are not included in these 
subtotals. 

Of the total exports of all grains for 
the July-December 1952 period, 45 per- 
cent went to European countries, chief- 
ly Germany, the United Kingdom, Bel- 
gium and Luxemburg, and the Nether- 
lands: 21 percent went to Central and 
South American countries—Brazil, Ar- 
gentina, and Mexico; 19 percent went 
to the Far East—principally to Japan, 
Korea, and India. The remainder, 15 
percent, went to Egypt, Canada, South 
Africa, Israel, and other countries. 





Portugal Has Record 
Almond Production 


The 1952 almond crop in Portugal 
amounted to 5,000 metric tons, shelled 
basis, a record production. The 1951 
output totaled 3,100 tons. 


Stocks of almonds (shelled basis) at 
the end of 1952 were estimated at 3,100 
tons, of which from 60 to 70 percent 
were held by producers and the remain- 
der by shellers and exporters, 


Local consumption of almonds in the 
first 4 months (September 1 to Decem- 
ber 31, 1952) of the 1952-53 crop year 
was estimated at 100 tons, shelled basis. 


Exports of almonds from Portugal in 
the crop year September 1, 1951, to 
August 31, 1952, amounted to 3,219 tons. 
Exports in the first 3 months of the 
1952-53 crop year totaled 1,338 tons. 

Great Britain was the leading cus- 
tomer in 1951-52, taking 927 tons; Bel- 
gium ranked second, with 651 tons; and 
France third, with 492 tons. 


Exports of unshelled almonds in 1951- 
52 amounted to 563 tons and in the first 
3 months of 1952-53 to 178 tons. 

Although stocks were large, accumu- 
lating from the heavy production, ex- 
porters stated that foreign demand was 
fairly good and they hoped to dispose of 
stocks before the new crop year began. 
Prices decreased slightly, and it was said 
that farmers would have to decrease 
them further in order to meet Italian 
and Spanish competition, although at 
the beginning of January 1953 they 
showed little indication in that direction. 





SALES OF PAINTS, varnishes, and 
lacquers by manufacturers, which nor- 
mally account for 96 percent of total 
Canadian production increased to $8,- 
230,595 in October 1952, compared with 
$7,213,130 in October 1951, the Dominion 
Bureau of Statistics reports. Sales in 
the two 10-month periods were $89,441,- 
325 and $85,313,680, respectively. 


Japan Markets Its Whale Oil 


Japan’s difficulty in dispoging of most 
of its production of whale oil from the 
1951-52 Antarctic whaling expeditions 
appears to be nearing a solution. 

The Japanese press states that an 
agreement has been reached for the 
sale of 12,250 metric tons of Japanese 
whale oil to West Germany. This 
amount is 35 percent of Japan’s total 


production of about 34,700 tons of whale 
oil for 1951-52. 


In exchange for the whale oil, West 
Germany is expected to sell Japan 26,- 
000 tons of Cuban sugar. The whale oil 
being offered to West Germany is in 
storage in Europe. 


The Japanese whaling industry is en- 
deavoring to dispose of its stock of 
whale oil in storage in Japan (about 
23,000 tons). The Fisheries Committees 
of the Lower House on December 19, 
1952, called on the Government to pur- 
chase whale oil to stabilize its price. No 
decision has been made by ‘the Govern- 
ment on this problem. 





Canada Raises Fertilizer Output 


Canadian production of fertilizer 
materials in the year ended June 30, 
1952, amounted to 1,061,067 tons, com- 
pared with 1,043,413 in the preceding 
year, the Dominion Bureau of Statistics 
reports. Output of mixed fertilizers in- 
creased to 677,921 tons in 1951-52 from 
664,270 tons in 1950-51, 

Sales of mixed fertilizers and fer- 
tilizer materials for direct application, 
including exports, totaled 1,428,775 tons 
in 1951-52. They included 156,049 tons 
of materials and 612,496 tons of 
mixtures. 

Exports consisted of 617,575 tons of 
materials and 42,655 tons of mixtures, 
Ammonium sulfate, ammonium phos- 
phate, ammonium nitrate, and calcium 
cyanamide were the principal materials 
exported, 


Haiti Offers Favorable 
Motor Vehicle Market 


The demand for passenger cars, 
trucks, and buses in Haiti is expected 
to continue strong during 1953, depend- 
ing, of course, on the general prosperity 
of the country. 

Although production of Haitian cof- 
fee, sisal, and bananas is expected to be 
less in 1953 than in previous years, and 
the sugar price is low, no depression is 
anticipated. The Haitian Public Works 
program, the new Artibonite loan, and 
increasing tourist trade is expected to 
keep the country more or less at its 
present level of -prosperity. 

Therefore it can be expected that 
about 550 new cars, 600 trucks, and 10 
or 15 new buses will be imported. 

There seems to be no real demand or 
trend toward truck trailers or house 
trailers, as the roads in Haiti are not 
suitable, and prices of these vehicles are 
high for Haiti. If present road building 
plans are carried out, an increased de- 
mand for trailers may be felt near the 
end of the year, when better roads will 
be ready for use. 

The demand for replacement parts, 
accessories, and garage equipment will 
also remain strong, as these are tied in 


directly with sales of new and used au- 
tomobiles and trucks. 


More motorcycles are being sold in 
Haiti each year and this trend is ex- 
pected to continue. At least 150 new 
motorcycles should be imported during 
1953, mostly of European origin. 


A distinct trend has started toward 
purchase of smaller cars, light trucks, 
and motorcycles from England, France, 
and Germany. The reason is simple; 
light European vehicles are less expen- 
sive originally, and gasoline to operate 
them casts much less. With gas at 
$0.43 per gallon, greater mileage per 
gallon becomes an important considera- 
tion, Approximately 1,053 vehicles were 
imported in the first 11 months of 1952, 
and 940 of them were of U. S, manu- 
facture. 


There is a definite preference for 
U. S. cars and trucks in the heavier 
types and in general the U. S. product is 
preferred for its quality, looks, durabil- 
ity, ease of purchase, and availability of 
spare parts. If U. S. manufacturers 
made small cars at prices competitive 
with the European models, such cars 
would sell readily, 

A definite preference is shown for 
English-made lightweight motorcycles. 
The Army buys U. S. motorcycles, be- 
cause of their greater durability and 
speed, but they are too expensive for 
average purchasers, 
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AUTOMOTIVE PRODUCTS 
German Auto Output Increased 


The West German automobile indus- 
try produced 428,455 vehicles in 1952, 
an increase of 14.5 percent over the 1951 
record output of 374,151. 


Passenger cars accounted for 301,139 
units of the total 1952 output. Light 
trucks (those having a capacity of un- 
der 1 ton) accounted for 41,995, and 
heavy trucks for 63,829. The others 
were 16,545 multipurpose vehicles, 
4,697 buses, and 250 truck-tractors 
(Strassenzugmaschinen), 


Apparently the supply of materials 
is no longer a factor limiting the out- 
put of Germany’s automobile industry. 
Producers are starting to worry about 
whether demand will permit a further 
expansion of output. The automobile 
trade association believes that the in- 
dustry itself can do very little more 
to expand sales outlets through improv- 
ing quality and lowering prices, and 
that action of the public authorities to 
improve and extend the road network 
and reduce taxes is essential, 


CHEMICALS 


Egyptian Soda Plant Kept Open 


The Egyptian Higher Council for 
Supply has decided to keep the Wadi 
Natron caustic-soda factory in opera- 
tion, but it is planned to use the plant 
also for production of vegetable oils. 
Although the plant’s manufacture of 
caustic soda is uneconomic, suspension 
of its operations would involve the re- 
location of several hundred workers, 
which would cause a_ considerable 
problem. 








German Chemical Exports Drop 


The German chemical industry esti- 
mated the value of its 1952 exports at 
1,900 million deutschemarks (about 
$450,000,000), a drop from the figure of 
2,200 million deutschemarks reached in 
1951. The decline is attributed to \busi- 
ness recessions abroad and intensified 
price competition in the world market 
for chemicals and dyes, 


Greece Uses More Fertilizer 


Consumption of fertilizers in Greece 
was slightly more than 300,000 metric 
tons in 1952, compared with 155,000 
tons in 1938. The trend has been steady 
toward greater use of nitrogenous mate- 
rials in relation to the phosphatic. The 
prewar ratio was 1 to 2, but it is now 
about 1 to 1. 

If allocations of foreign exchange had 
been sufficient for larger imports, con- 
sumption of both nitrogenous and potas- 
sic materials would probably have been 
even greater in 1952. Phosphatic fer- 
tilizers are supplied by domestic produc- 
tion, and plans have been made to 
establish a nitrogen plant, 


February 23, 1953 


Japan Needs Carbon Black 

The shortage of high-quality carbon 
black is a pressing problem of the 
Japanese rubber industry. The domestic 
product is not available in sufficient 
quantity and is not of the required 
quality. 

The lack of exchange for purchases 
abroad limits imports, and when the 
product is obtamed on the open market, 


prices are considerably higher than the 
world market figure. 


Sulfur Plant Built in Mexico 


Machinery for a sulfur plant at Jal- 
tipan, Veracruz, Mexico, has begun to 
arrive at the port of Coatzacoalcos. The 
plant will be operated by Gulf Sulphur 
de Mexico, S. A., a subsidiary of a U. S. 
company, and is expected to cost 
$6,700,000. Its annual output is sched- 
uled at 300,000 metric tons of elemental 


sulfur. Many salt domes are located 
near Jaltipan. 


More Fertilizer Used in Peru 


Consumption of fertilizers in Peru is 
increasing steadily because of expand- 
ing agricultural activity and the recog- 
nition by farmers of the benefits to be 
derived from the use of plant foods. 
Production of guano has expanded with 
scientific control and was estimated at 
245,000 metric tons in 1952, but this 
amount covers only about 50 percent 
of the country’s needs. 

Market prospects for fertilizers are 
favorable because the need is growing, 
and domestic production is not sufficient 
to meet it. Trade sources estimate that 
18,000 to 20,000 tons of ammonium 
sulfate and 10,000 to 12,000 tons of 
sodium nitrate will be needed in 1953. 
An increased but moderate demand for 
mixtures also is anticipated, 


Turkish Firm To Make Fertilizer 


A Turkish corporation, in which U. S. 
capital is interested, has been organized 
for the construction and operation of a 
superphosphate factory. 

The organization will be known as 
Gubre Fabrikalari Turk Anonim Ortak- 
ligi, with headquarters at Istanbul and 
operations at Iskenderun. 

The corporation’s registration permits 
all types of commercial and manufac- 
turing activities required for the opera- 


tion of the enterprise, including produc- 
tion of sulfuric acid. 


FOODSTUFFS 


Sicily's Almond Crop Higher 
Sicily’s 1952 almond crop amounted 
to about 12,000 metric tons, shelled 
basis, compared with a crop of 10,000 
tons in 1951. 
Exports of shelled almonds from Sic- 
ily in the first 9 months of 1952 totaled 





NEWS BY COMMODITIES 


3,679 tons. The major part of the 1952 
almond crop was absorbed by Western 
Germany, France, the Scandinavian 
countries, Switzerland, the Netherlands, 
and the Soviet Union. Great Britain 
bought only a comparatively small 
amount (190 tons) because of the lack 
of import licenses. The United States 
purchased only 18 tons. 


Since September 1952, exports of 
shelled almonds from Sicily to foreign 
countries have totaled 6,000 tons and 
an estimated 1,500 tons of shelled al- 
monds have been sent to Northern Italy 
for home consumption, which is stead- 
ily increasing. 


Peru Has Peak Rice Crop 


Peru’s rice crop in 1951-52, estimated 
at over 240,000 metric tons, as com- 
pared with about 207,000 tons in 1950- 
51, was the largest on record, represent- 
ing the combined effect of a near rec- 
ord acreage and yield. 


An adequate and timely water supply 
combined with increased - hand-trans- 
planting and improved cultivating and 
harvesting methods, explained the high 
average yield on the expanded acreage, 
The resulting supply, more than ade- 
quate for the current rate of consump- 
tion, has brought some pressure to ex- 
port the surplus. 


As the yield of the 1952-53 rice crop 
is uncertain, it seems necessary to con- 
serve this year’s crop. If it should be- 
come necessary later to import rice the 
cost would be greater than for the 
domestic product. The general trend of 
national production, however, indicates 
the prospect of net rice exports within 
the next few years. 


MOTION PICTURES 


Netherlands Passes 120 Films 


A total of 120 feature films was ap- 
proved by the Netherlands Censorship 
Board and 3 were rejected during the 
third quarter of 1952. Of those ap- 
proved, 27 were passed for exhibition 
to all ages, 43 to audiences of 14 years 
and over, and 50 to audiences of 18 years 
and over. 


Of the 120 features approved, 73 were 
United States films, 15 were from 
Germany, 11 were French, 5 Italian, 
5 Swiss, 3 Danish, 3 Soviet, 2 Austrian, 
and 1 each came from the United King- 
dom, Sweden, and Argentina. The 3 
features that were rejected included 1 
French film, 1 German, and 1 Soviet, 

The Soviet film was later passed by 
the censors, and the French film will 
be submitted for censorship again at a 
later date. The German film was 
banned and will not be presented again. 

Of the 15 German films approved by 
the censors, 14 were imported from 
Western Germany, and 1 was an old 
German film brought in from the Soviet 
Sector of Berlin. 





ai 














FAIRS AND EXHIBITIONS 





Four New-Exhibit Buildings To Be 
Opened at Milan Spring Fair 


The thirty-first International Sample Fair of Milan, popularly 
known as the Milan Fair, a nonprofit autonomous entity, is scheduled 


to be held April 12-28, 1953. 


This annual event, held in the interests of world trade and com- 
merce, is under the auspices of “The Fiera di Milano.” 


Four new modern three-story exhibi- 
tion buildings, presently under con- 
struction at an estimated cost of 1, 200,- 
000,000 lire, are to be ready for the 
fair (625 lire=US$1). 

The fair grounds cover an approxi- 
mate area,of 4,150,000 square feet. 

The Milan fair is considered a free 
zone of Italy. All merchandise for ex- 
hibition at the fair is admitted into 


Italy under an informal procedure of 
temporary importation. Goods which 
are to remain in-Italy are released 
through the customs house at the Milan 
fair grounds on payment of the ap- 
propriate duty and upon presentation 
of the customary import license. There 
is no entry of goods “under bond” in 
the sense that an actual bond is put 
up against withdrawal of the goods 
from the free zone of the Milan fair. 


The fair offers, free of charge to 
foreign businessmen, a special identifi- 
cation with the following advantages: 
Travel facilities (discounts over Italian 
State Railways- and in some cases on 
other domestic and international com- 
mercial transportation lines); free visas 
on passports of businessmen coming 
from countries where visas are still re- 
quired for entry into Italy; a “buyer’s 
badge” giving free entrance to the fair 
grounds; and use of assistance services 
available for foreign visitors. 

Admiission to participate is granted 
unreservedly, upon written application, 
to manufacturers, representatives, or- 
ganizations, and other categories of 
commercial houses which the fair man- 
agement, in its judgment, deems quali- 
fied for acceptance. 

Entrance to the fair on the last 2 
days is restricted to buyers, sellers, and 
foreigners interested in doing business. 

Wide Scope Covered in 1952 Fair 

The 1952 fair showed 3,070 different 
commodities, representing 35 broad 
inclusive groups, including textiles, ma- 
chinery, machine tools, industrial chemi- 
cals, furniture, office machines, electri- 
cal goods, wines and liquors, and photo- 
graphic equipment. The total quantity 
of goods exhibited was estimated by 
fair officials to have reached 16,000 
metric tons, valued at approximately 
$32,000,000 — a considerable increase 
over the $17,600,000 estimated value of 
goods exhibited at the 1951 fair. Foreign 





goods displayed in 1952 were estimated 
at 3,950 metric tons valued at $9,600,000. 

Total attendance at the 1952 fair was 
calculated to be 4,030,000, of whom more 
than 71,000 were foreign buyers, and 
81 percent of the buyers represented 
European countries. In 1951, there were 
41,247 foreign buyers. 

A total of 10,393 exhibitors partici- 
pated in the 1952 fair, an increase of 
1,220 over 1951. The number of foreign 
firms exhibiting totaled 3,570, with 
1,093 firms from Germany occupying 
11,200 square meters (1 square meter= 
10.763 square feet); 575 firms from the 
United States, 6,100 square meters; 302 
from Great Britain, 4,100 square meters; 
275 from Switzerland, 3,630 square 


meters; and 227 from France, 3,000 
square meters. 


U. S. Government Collaborates 


The United States Government, though 
not officially represented at the fair, 
collaborated in two exhibits. “The Train 
of Europe” an exhibit jointly sponsored 
by the OEEC, the Italian Government, 
and the U. S. Government, which illus- 
trated construction and productivity 
achievements in the Marshall Plan 
countries and stressed the benefits de- 
rived from cooperation; and “The NATO 
Caravan,” ‘sponsored by NATO with 
financial assistance from MSA, which 
placed emphasis on the peace theme. 


Commodity groups were to have at- 
tracted the greatest buyer interest, and 
for which possibly the greatest num- 
ber and value of contracts were made 
covered machine tools, industrial elec- 
trical equipment, motion picture equip- 
ment, and toys. Producers reported 
that sales in the chemical field and in 
machine tools showed a satisfactory in- 
crease over 1951. However, exhibitors 
of agricultural and textile machinery 
reported much lower sales than in 1951. 


Further information concerning the 
Milan fair may be obtained from the 
Fiera di Milano, Via Domodossola, 
Milano, Italy; from the Office of the 
Commercial Counselor, Italian Embassy, 
1601 Fuller Street, NW., Washington 9, 
D. C.; from the Italian Consulates Gen- 
eral at New York, Chicago, and San 
Francisco, or from the Italian Trade 
Commissioners in Boston, New Orleans, 
and Los Angeles, 


German Poster Exhibit 
Open to U. S. Displays 


An international poster exhibition, 
reported to be the largest German 
exhibition of this kind since 1929, is 
scheduled for May 8-17, 1953, in Karis- 
ruhe, Germany. This exhibition was pre- 
viously scheduled for September 1952 
and subsequently canceled. 

The exhibition is sponsored by Dr. 
Adenauer, Federal Chancellor of the 
Federal Republic of Germany, accord- 
ing to Ruediger F. Wolff, manager of 
the exhibition. It will be held in the 
Stadthalle in Karlsruhe, which has an 
area of approximately 25,000 square 
feet, permitting the display of more 
than 1,000 posters. 

The management has expressed the 
hope that a large number and variety 
of American posters will be submitted 
to show the important role of the 
United States in the field of modern 
advertising. It is reported that 30 coun- 
tries have sent excellent material. 

Only paper posters should be sent; 
no posters pasted or mounted on card- 
board or similar material are desired, 
Because of the possibility of damage in 
shipping, two copies of all posters are 
requested. Particularly desired are 
ultramodern posters with a high degree 
of formal and artistic value, and typical 
of the country in which they originate. 

An international jury will select 100 
posters from among those submitted. 
Photographs of these 100 posters will 
appear in the exhibition catalog. For 
this reason early submission of posters 
is desired. ' 

Posters should be addressed: “An die 
International Plakatausstellung Karls- 
ruhe 1953, Staatsausstellung, Zoll und 
Gebuehrenfrei, Ausstellungs-A rchiv, 
Steinstrasse 23, Karlsruhe, Baden, Ger- 
many.” 

No costs will be incurred by partici- 
pants, except for packaging and mailing 
charges for the posters submitted. 

Upon conclusion of the Karlsruhe Ex- 
hibition, part of the material will be 
sent on an international tour. Even- 
tually, the posters will be given to a 
museum, 

Concurrently with the poster exhibi- 
tion, there will be International Book 
Jackets and Modern Typography dis- 
plays. 

Further information concerning this 
event may be had from Ruediger F. 
Wolff, Manager, Das Internationale Pla- 
kat, Ausstellungs-Archiv, Steinstrasse 
23, Karlsruhe, Baden, Germany; from 
the German-American Trade Promotion 
Office, Empire State Building, Suite 
6900 at 350 Fifth Avenue, New York, 
N. Y., or from the Office of the Com- 
mercial Counselor, Diplomatic Mission 
of the Federal Republic of Germany, 
1773 Massachusetts Avenue, NW., 
Washington, D. C. 
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Washington State-Far East Trade Fair Planned 


Seattle will for the third time be the 
site of a fair for the development of 
international trade with Far Eastern 
countries. The Washington State-Far 
East Trade Fair, scheduled for August 
9-23, 1953, international in character, 
is sponsored .by the State of Washing- 
ton, the City of Seattle, and Interna- 
tional Trade Fair, Incorporated. 

It will be held in the Washington 
State Armory in Seattle under the 
management of International Trade 
Fair, Inc., a nonprofit corporation, 
whose board of directors is composed 
of prominent business and civic leaders. 

Foreign countries expected to partici- 
pate include Japan, the Philippines, In- 
donesia, Ceylon, India, Korea, Malaya, 
Hong Kong, Burma, Taiwan, Pakistan, 
Thailand, and Indochina. 

In 1951 the same fair management 
sponsored the Japanese International 
Trade Fair held in Seattle, which drew 
an attendance of about 53,000 persons, 
including approximately 700 buyers. 


In 1952 the same management spon- 
sored the Washington State-Far East 
International Trade Fair at Seattle, at 
which total paid attendance was 32,000, 
with 970 buyers, among whom were 
119 from Alaska, Canada, Hong Kong, 
Japan, and France. 


There were 346 exhibitors, Japan in 
the lead, with 289. Other countries 
having displays included Indonesia, 
Thailand, Taiwan, Hong Kong, Korea 
and the Philippines. 


Products attracting particular buyer 
interest at the 1952 fair included bam- 
boo ware, china ware, lacquer ware, 
grass products, and toys from Japan. 

The Department of Commerce, through 
its Regional Office at Seattle, had a 
booth displaying its services in the 
fields of domestic and foreign commerce. 

Further information concerning this 
event may be obtained from Washington 
State-Far East Trade Fair, 215 Colum- 
bia Street, Seattle, Washington. 





Utrecht Fair Will Use Largest 
Exhibition Hall in Europe 


_ A new exhibition hall, reported to be 
the largest on the European continent, 
will be inaugurated at the sixtieth In- 
ternational Utrecht Industries Fair, 


which will be held at Utrecht March 
17-26, 1953. 


The fair management announces that 
particular stress will be laid on build- 


ing materials and machinery, and hoist- 
ing and transport appliances. This sec- 
tion will have an information stand or- 
ganized by Netherlands contracting 
firms for large construction jobs abroad, 
such as ports, irrigation works, bridges, 
and factories. 

The metal industry will occupy a 
foremost place at the fair. Extensive 
exhibits of the metallurgical industry 
and the machine-tools industry will be 
presented. Within the framework of 
West European cooperation, action will 
be carried on for subcontracting in the 
metal industry. For this purpose, an 
information stand will be set up at 
which documentation will be available 
_ the possibility of subcontract- 

g. 

Among the products of other sections 
of the fair expected to present large 
and varied displays are textile goods 
from the Netherlands, Belgium, and 
Italy; and electrotechnical and process- 
ing products from the Netherlands. 

Other information on the 1953 fair 
Was published in Foreign Commerce 
Weekly, November 17, 1952, page 26, 
and February 16, 1953, page 19. 

Further information may be had from, 
W. P. Hasselman, Chief Trade Commis- 
sioner, Netherlands Trade Commission, 
41 East 42d Street, New York 17, N. Y. 
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Foodstuff Exhibit "ROKA" 
To Be Held in Rotterdam 


The Netherlands will hold its annual 
Foodstuff Exhibition “ROKA” in. the 
Ahoy Buildings at Rotterdam from 
March 2 to 7, 1953, under the auspices 
of the Foundation Rotterdam Grocers 
Fair (ROKA). 


Participation is open to Netherlands 
manufacturers and importers of grocer- 


ies, confectionery, meat products, co- 
lonial produce, and goods used in gro- 
cery stores, such as refrigerators, slic- 
ing machines, and professional clothing. 

Increasing interest is being shown in 
this annual fair. There were 105 par- 
ticipants in 1951, and 154 in 1952. This 
year 175 exhibitors have reserved 4,600 
square meters of space. 


The first 4 days of the exhibition will 
be reserved for visits by members of 
the trade. Consumers will be admitted 
during the last 2 days. 


Further information concerning this 
event may be had from Foodstuff Ex- 
hibition 'ROKA, 197 Nieuwe Haven, 
Schiedam, the Netherlands, or from W. 
P. Hasselman, Chief Trade Commission- 
er, Netherlands Trade Commission, 41 
East 42d Street, New York 17, N. Y. 





Dusseldorf Radio Show 
Dates Changed 


The dates announced for the 
German Radio and Television Ex- 
hibition, in Foreign Commerce 
Weekly, February 9, page 26, have 
been changed. The exhibition is 
now scheduled to be held from 
August 29 to September 6, 1953. 
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Turin 1953 Motor Show 
Has New Exhibit Space 


The Thirty-fifth International Motor 
Show will be held in the Exhibition 
Palace, Turin, April 22-May 3, 1953, un- 
der the management of the Organizing 
Committee, affiliated with the Italian 
National Automobile Association (ANF- 
IAA). The purposes of this annual ex- 
hibition, in addition to commercial, 
are to demonstrate the technical and in- 
dustrial progress achieved in various 
sectors of the automobile industry and 
to examine the problems facing the in- 
dustry. 


In anticipation of record registrations, 
an addition to the Turin Exposition 
Palace is under construction which will 
increase its available floor space from 
20,000 square meters to approximately 
25,000 square meters. 

Exhibits at this show will include 
automobiles, trucks, and buses, automo- 
bile, truck, and bus bodies, industrial 
transportation equipment, trailers, tires, 
automotive parts and accessories, sup- 
plies and materials for the automobile 
industry, service equipment, fuels, ma- 
rine and stationary engines, touring 
equipment, and miscellaneous related 
products. é 

The 1952 show was highly successful, 
as reported in Foreign Commerce 
Weekly, July 21, 1952, p. 16. 

Further information concerning this 
annual event may be had from the 
Comitato Organizzatore Salone Inter- 
nazionale Dell’ Automobile, Via Santa 
Teresa 23 Turin, Italy, or at the Office 
of the Commercial Counselor, Italian 
Embassy, 1601 Fuller Street, NW., 
Washington 9, D. C. 





Importance of U. S.-Bremen 
Trade Featured at Exhibit 


The U. S. Information Service Cen- 
ter at Bremen in an exhibit, January 
12-February 27, 1953, entitled “Trade 
Relations Between Bremen and the 
U. S. A—a Bridge Between the Conti- 
nents,” illustrates the importance of 
U. S.-Bremen trade relations. 


Exports shipped from Bremen to the 
United States are greater in value than 
those shipped to any other country from 
Bremen. Imports from the United States 
through Bremen are twice those from 
any other country in the world. 

This exhibit depicts these facts by 
means of graphs, pictures, and handout 
material. Included in the exhibit are 
samples of imports and exports—Amer- 
ican cotton and tobacco, Ge peat 
moss, and models of famous ships that 
have sailed between Bremen and the 
United States. . 


Further information concerning this 
exhibit may be had from the American 
Consulate General, Bremen, Germany, 


. 

















TRANSPORT AND COMMUNICATIONS 





New German Airline To Be Formed Pakistan's Transport 


Officials of the Federal Government 
of Germany and of the Government of 
North-Rhine Westfalia met in Cologne 
recently to establish a new corporation 
to lay the groundwork for a German 
civil airline. 

The corporation, Aktiengesellschaft 
fuer Luftverkehrsbedarf (Corporation 
for Air Transport Requirements), is 
lecated at Cologne. 

The share capital is 6,000,000 deutsche- 
marks (about $1,430,000), of which 4,- 
498,000 marks was subscribed by the 
Federal Government and_ 1,000,000 
marks by the Federal railways. The 
subscription of the State Government of 
North-Rhine Westfalia was 500,000 
marks. Two officials of the Federal 
Transportation Ministry subscribed 1,000 
marks each, 

At the first meeting of the Board of 
Directors, the former President of the 
Deutsche Lufthansa (German Airlines) 
was elected chairman. 

Corporation Not Permanent 


The Corporation for Air Transport 
Requirements is not intended to be a 
permanent entity. Instead, it is a pre- 
liminary enterprise which will not be- 
come an actual airline operation until 
after ratification of the contractual 
agreements. It is not contemplated that 
‘the Corporation’s successor will have a 
monopoly of German air traffic. Other 
companies will be chartered by the Fed- 
eral Government upon proof of techni- 
cal qualifications. However, the Federal 
Government will support only one cor- 
poration. 

In the planned budget for the fiscal 


Indonesian Railway 
Buys’ New Equipment 


Although Indonesia’s budget difficul- 
ties are reported to have caused the 
cancellation of some projected Govern- 
ment purchases abroad during the lat- 
ter part of 1952, the Railway Service 
placed orders in September or October 
which included 76 passenger cars from 
France, 134 from Austria, 88 from the 
Netherlands, and 27 diesel locomotives 
from the United States. 

Railway officials state that they do 
not anticipate any severe budget cuts 
in their procurement program during 
the coming year, since continued recon- 
struction and expansion of the railway 
system is considered an essential task 
of the Government. 

The State Railway Service of Indo- 
nesia is expected to show a deficit of 
70,000,000 rupiahs for the year 1952. 

Monthly revenues, which were up 
somewhat during the middle of the 
year, have declined in recent months. 
The recently lowered tariffs probably 
will cause revenues to decline some- 
what more, 
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year 1953-54, the Federal Finance 
Ministry contemplates allocating 22,- 
000,000 marks (about $5,240,000) for 
German air activities. 


It is contemplated that at _ full 
strength the German airline will op- 
erate 15 four-motor planes to North 
and South America, the Near East, 
Southeast Africa, and East Asia regu- 
larly, and 15 two-motor planes on Eu- 
ropean scheduled routes. 


A dollar loan from the Export-Import 
Bank to the new German airline com- 
pany reportedly has been discussed with 
the Federal Finance, Economic, and 
Transport Ministers, but no official de- 
cision has been reached. The possibility 
of a dollar loan from the Export-Import 
Bank might result in the purchase of 
American aircraft. 





lraq Floats Loan To 
Finance Rail System 


Considerable attention was given 
in 1952 to financing railroad operations 
in Iraq. A law was passed authorizing 
the Minister of Finance to float a 
4,000,000-dinar loan. (1 dinar=$2.80 in 
U. S. currency.) The loan is intended 
to retire a 1950 indebtedness of 3,000,- 
000 dinars borrowed from the British 
Government and to cover a 1,000,000- 
dinar deficit in the capital expenditures 
of the railroad. 

Work was resumed during the year 
on the station at Baghdad West, and it 
is expected that all railroad offices will 
be housed in this new building by the 
summer of 1953. 

The only new railroad construction 
during the past year consisted of 6.3 
miles of rail to Dora, where-an oil 
refinery is now being erected. 

Principal purchases in 1952 were the 
10 locomotives from the United King- 
dom, costing 200,000 dinars. In addition, 
200 railroad cars are on order from 
the United Kingdom. 

The Iraqi State Railways, with a 
total trackage of more than 2,000 kilo- 
meters, is the only rail system in Iraq, 
and it is considered generally efficient. 

The railway was constructed largely 
by British forces during World War I, 
and was later turned over to the Iraq 
Government. Until June 21, 1952, it 
had been subject to the terms of an 
agreement with the British Govern- 
ment, but since then it has been ad- 
ministered wholly by ‘the Iraq Govern- 
ment. 





Japan and the Philippines are report- 
ed to have reached formal agreement 
providing for Japanese salvage experts 
to survey hundreds of ships sunk during 
World War II in Manila Bay and other 
ports. 


Facilities Improved 


Progress was noted in Pakistan in the 
third quarter of 1952 toward the im- 
provement of transportation facilities, 

Government officials announced in 
the third quarter that 23 diesel electric 
locomotives and 25 oil-burning locomo- 
tives, 45 modern carriages, and 1,666 
wagons, had already arrived in - the 
country. Orders have been placed with 
two United States firms for 45 meter- 
gage and 19 broad-gage diesel electric 
locomotives. In addition, orders have 
been placed for 235 carriages and 6,000 
wagons. 

A 75,000,000-rupee development loan 
by the Central Government of East Ben- 
gal for road development was recently 
approved. This loan will be used in 
connection with the scheme of the Pak- 
Italian Development, Ltd., for the con- 
struction of 750 miles of roads in East 
Bengal. Work by this firm is scheduled 
to get under way about February 15, 
with members of the advance guard al- 
ready in East Pakistan. 

The announcement during the third 
quarter of 1952 of the 1952-53 alloca- 
tion of approximately 3,800,000 rupees 
to the Provinces and States from the 
Central Road Fund was further evi- 
dence of the Central Government’s ef- 
fort to implement the road-development 
program of the country. 

Generally, however, at the Provincial- 
Government level performance has not 
been commensurate with that of the 
Central Government. The one possible 
exception is the Punjab, where a con- 
siderable amount of progress has been 
made with respect to road development. 





Magdalena Valley Rail 
Line Started 


Construction on the Magdalena 
Valley Railroad, which will par- 
allel the middle Magdalena River 
for 240 miles, has been officially 
inaugurated with the laying of the 
first rail at La Dorado, the south- 
ern terminus of the line. 

A United States firm has been 
given a contract for constructing 
a part of the line, and two addi- 
tional sections will be built by 
Colombian firms. 

Two large bridges over the 
Magdalena, as well as_ several 
smaller bridges, will be con- 
structed by a U. S. steel company. 

Completion of the line is sched- 
uled for 1956, 
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Mysore Gives Water 
Project Top Priority 


The Government of Mysore has ac- 
corded top priority to the provision of 
water supply to all municipal towns in 
Mysore State, South India, 


This project is probably the first in- 
stance in India in which a State has un- 
dertaken such a comprehensive meas- 
ure. Mysore State has made several 
efforts in this direction in the past, but 
the present scheme is expected to solve 
the water supply problems of all mu- 
nicipalities in the State. 

From time to time, various munici- 
palities in Mysore have requested State 
Government grants or loans for im- 
provement projects. The State Govern- 
ment made a comprehensive survey of 
the various improvement plans and com- 
puted a total planned capital outlay of 
more than 52,000,000 rupees (US$10,- 
920,000) to carry out projects of water 
supply, drainage, and other improve- 
ments. After careful examination of all 
the plans, the State Government de- 
cided to give top priority to the water- 
supply projects. 

The State Legislative Assembly voted 
a supplemental grant of 5,000,000 ru- 
pees (US$1,050,000) during its last ses- 
sion for the execution of water-supply 
projects in all municipal towns. 


The State Government proposes to al- 
lot this amount in this fiscal year (April 
1, 1952-March 31, 1953) as a loan to 
67 municipal councils in Mysore State. 
The bases for the distribution of the 
State Government loans are: 


@ All estimates of 50,000 rupees 
(US$10,500) and less will be approved 
in full. 


e All estimates of above 50,000 ru- 
pees and below 100,000 rupees (US$21,- 
000) will be approved for one-half of 
the estimated cost. 

@ All estimates over 100,000 rupees 
will be approved for one-fourth of the 
estimated cost. 

The loans will be a first charge on 
the income of each of the municipalities 
and are repayable within a maximum 
period of 15 years. The loans will carry 


interest’ at the rate of 5 percent per 
annum. 





DELAY IN INSTALLATION of new 
telephones in Israel, according to newly 
received information, has probably been 
Caused by the fact that buildings to 
house the equipment were not ready to 
receive it, not by late delivery of equip- 
ment from the United States, as stated 
in Foreign Commerce Weekly, Oct 27, 
1952, p. 12, 





Two 9-000-ton vessels, the Geomitra 
and the Ginsella, are reported to have 
been added to the Venezuelan oil-tanker 
fleet. The ships, which formerly flew 
the Netherlands flag, will be manned 
entirely by Venezuelan seamen. 


February 23, 1953 
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Trans-Canada Air Lines 
Reduces Cargo Rates 


A 30-percent reduction in air 
cargo rates on all North American 
services, effective February 15, 
has been announced by Trans- 
Canada Air Lines (TCA). 


This is the second reduction 
within a year. The first was one of 
10 percent in July 1952, as an 
experiment to determine whether 
the traffic volume could be*raised, 
Some increase resulted, but evi- 
dently not enough in TCA’s opin- 
ion, 











Panama's Merchant Fleet 


Ranks Fourth in World 


The Republic of Panama ranks fourth 
among the maritime nations of the 
world, with a total of 3,740,000 tons 
registered under its flag, according to 
Lloyd’s Register of Shipping as reported 
in La Estrella de Panama of January 22. 

Listed ahead of Panama are the 
United States, with 27,245,000 tons; 
British Commonwealth, 22,327,000 tons; 
and Norway, 5,906,000 tons. 

Panama’s flag tonnage increased by 
131,000 tons in 1952, as compared with 
1951. As compared with 1939 tonnages 
the following outstanding increases are 
shown: United States, 15,883,000 tons; 
Panama, 3,023,000 tons; and Norway, 
1,072,000 tons. 

Panama collects a registry fee of 10 
cents a ton annually on ships registered 
under its flag. Thus its annual income 
from ship registrations is $374,000, an 
increase of $13,100 in collections, as 
compared with receipts in 1951. 


Contract Signed: for Work 
On Maracaibo Bar Channel 


The Venezuelan National Waterways 
Institute has signed a contract with the 
Western Venezuela Development Co., 
composed of four American firms, for 
the first work on the deepening of the 
Maracaibo bar channel. 


The amount of the contract will range 
from 41,700,000 to 48,200,000 bolivars, 
depending on conditions encountered in 
the. work. 


The Government has authorized the 
Institute to issue up to 160,000,000 boli- 
vars in bonds for construction, adminis- 
tration, and maintenance of the proj- 
ect, and the Institute has called upon 
the principal petroleum companies oper- 
ating in western Venezuela to take up 
their previously obligated subscriptions 
totaling 74,500,000 bolivars. 





TRANSPORT AND COMMUNICATIONS 


Swiss GovernmentMa 
Control Broadcasts 


New draft legislation in Switzerland 
placing the control of radio broadcasts 
in the hands of the Central Govern- 
ment has been brought before the Fed- 
eral Assembly by the Federal Council. 

The Swiss Society for Radio Broad- 
casting wanted an exclusive concession 
to broadcast radio programs, but the 
Federal Council declined to authorize 
this monopoly, largely because some 
companies transmit broadcasts by wire, 
and also because of the forthcoming 
television experiment. 

The new legislation makes some 
changes in the composition of the Radio 
Society, notably in number of member 
organizations and in the establishment 
of a special program commission for 
shortwave broadcasts. 

Pending enactment of the new legis- 
lation, the several cantons will continue 
to exercise censorship over objectionable 
or illicit transmissions. The new legisla- 
tion provides that the Central Govern- 
ment shall do the censoring; neverthe- 
less the Federal Couftcil states that 
“while reserving to itself the right to 
prohibit broadcasts which constitute a 
violation of the concession, the Council 
does not intend in any way to arrogate 
to itself the right of censorship over 
programs.” 





Norwegian Motor Vessel 


Hoegh Alouette Launched 


The Jos. Boel & Fils Shipyard at 
Tamise, near Antwerp, Belgium, re- 
cently launched the motor cargo vessel 
Hoegh Alouette, constructed for Leif 
Hoegh & Co., of Oslo, Norway. 

The vessel is of approximately 5,700 
deadweight tons; has three hatches 
equipped with one derrick of 20 tons, 
six of 10 tons each, one of 3 tons, and 
two cranes of 3 tons. 

The vessel will be commissioned in 
May and will operate on the North 
Sea-West Africa route. 





Amsterdam Made Terminal 
Port for Services to U. S. 


The steamship company Oostzee in 
the latter part of January made Amster- 
dam, instead of Rotterdam, the terminal 
port for its liner services to various Gulf 
and South Atlantic ports—Houston, 
New Orleans, Mobile, Brownsville, Jack- 
sonville, Savannah, and Charleston. 

The Isbrandtsen Lines, which used 
Rotterdam as its only Netherlands port 
of call until the end of 1952, has also 
moved the terminus for its 14-day Gulf 
service to Amsterdam. Its east coast 
service continues to call at Rotterdam. 

Three steamship companies now op- 
erate direct liner services between 
Amsterdam and the United States. 
United States Lines has been operating 
from that port for several years. 


























U. Marine 

s. IVEARINE IWEWS 

The Republic of Korea merchant ma- 
rine has recently acquired its largest 
unit, the 7,067-gross-ton Hafez, a for- 


mer United States-built Victory ship 
flying the Panamanian flag. 

Sale of the vessel was announced by 
American Union Transport, Inc., which 
acted as the broker. 





_ A new service to Port-au-Prince, 
Haiti, opened with the sailing of the 
Panama liner Ancon. 

Under the new schedule Panama Line 
ships will sail from New York on Tues- 
days, stop at Port-au-Prince on Satur- 
days and arrive in Cristobal on Mon- 
days. On the return voyage the ships 
will sail from Cristobal on Fridays, 
stop at Port-au-Prince on Sundays and 
arrive in New York on the following 
Thursdays. 





Isbrandtsen Co., Inc., has announced 
that its vessels will resume regular 
service to and from Hong Kong, ef- 
fective with the scheduled arrival of 
their ship Flying Foam at the Far 
Eastern city on March 6. 





The District of Columbia Court of 
Appeals has ruled that a temporary in- 
junction blocking the Japan, Atlantic, 
and Gulf Conference from putting dual- 
rate exclusive patronage contracts into 
effect will be continued until the court 
can go into the matter thoroughly. 

The Federal Maritime Board earlier 
denied a motion of the North Atlantic 
Steamship Freight Conferences to ap- 
prove immediately proposed dual-rate 
contracts without waiting for the de- 
cision of a trial examiner. The Board 
ruled that the decision of the examiner 
must be awaited as it will indicate 
whether there is a reasonable basis for 
the proposed discounts. 





The worldwide boom in ocean tank 
ship construction, begun at the end of 
World War II when the demand for 
crude and refined petroleum products 
began to mount, appears to be headed 
for a substantial cutback unless gen- 
erally accepted forecasts of future oil 
requirements are found to be grossly 
underestimated. 

Most tanker market observers feel 
that deliveries of new tankers already 
have caught up with the growth in 
world oil demand. 

National Bulk Carriers, Inc., one of 
the largest independent tanker opera- 
tors in the United States, has requésted 
permission of the Army Engineers to 
use an anchorage in James ‘River, Va., 
to lay up as many as 15 idle tank ships 
for as long as a year. 





Robin Line has announced the ap- 
pointment of Smith & Kelly Co., as 
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their’ Savannah, Ga., agents. The line 
makes frequent sailings from Savannah 


to South Africa, East Africa, Madagas-- 


car, Mauritius, and nearby ports. 





Controls on International Trade 
(Continued from Page 12) 


and powders fer preparing ice cream 
and confectionery, tariff item numbers 
219, 223, and 253, was‘to be considered 
by the Customs Advisory Board, meet- 
ing on February 5, according to an an- 
nouncemept in the Lima press. 


No word of the outcome of the meet- 
ing has as yet been received.—Emb., 
Lima. 


Poppy Seed Import Prohibited 


Peru has recently prohibited the im- 
portation of germinative poppy seeds 
and capsules containing such seeds. 


Nongerminative poppy seeds used in 
the preparation of bakery products and 
pastries are specifically exempted from 
the prohibition. The new resolution, 
dated December 13, 1952, and published 
on January 23, states, however, that 
previous authorization must be obtained 
from the Department of Public Health 
for the import of nongerminative seed 
and applications for such authorization 
must be accompanied by certificates is- 
sued by competent authorities in coun- 
try of origin certifying that the seeds 
are not suitable for cultivation. 

Poppy cultivation within Peru is also 
prohibited at the present time.—Emb., 
Lima. 


Burlap, Plastic Duties Increased 


Peruvian import duties on various 
plastic items and on burlap have been 
increased sharply, by two resolutions 
published on January 17 and January 
27, 1953. In addition, two new tariff 
categories are established by the resolu- 
tion published on January 17. 

The new duties will become effective 
90 days after January 7, with the excep- 
tion of the increase on burlap, which 
will go into effect 90 days after Janu- 
ary 14. 

The following list includes tariff 
item number; item description; new 
rate of duty, in soles per gross kilogram 
unless otherwise specified (1 sol= 
US$0.0641); and former rate of duty, 
shown in parentheses. 

No. 1621. Unbleached jute fabrics. up to 


10 threads in weft and warp, of any weight, 
yy arpillera (burlap): New duty, 


2928-A. Electrical accessories. such as cur- 
rent breakers, sockets, switches, plugs or 
taps, lamp holders, connections, handles, col- 
lars, and similar unspecified items. non- 
automatic, weighing less than 5 kilograms 
per unit, made principally of artificial plastic 
materials: 15.00 (new item). 

-A, Toys of all classes, without spring 
or small motor, made principally of arti- 
ficial plastic materials: 10.00 (new item). 

3117, Rules, squares, protractors, T rules, 
curves, and similar articles for drawing, 
whether graduated or not, made of celluloid, 
composition, horn, ivory, or fine woods: 
10.00 (5.00). 

3292, Buttons of rubber, celluloid, or other 


plastic materials, for any use, per legal kilo- 
gram: 25.00 (8.00). 

3317. Brooches, bracelets, collars, charms 
and similar costume jewelry of artificial 
plastic materials in general, with or without 
small parts of ordinary metal, per legal 
kilogram: 100.00 (50.00). 

3320. Bakelite cases for packing shaving 
soap in bars, having the inscription ‘‘Indus- 
tria Peruana’’: 15.00 (6.00). 

3323, Bakelite closures for flasks, jars, and 
pots, with or without inscriptions, per legal 
kilogram: 25.00 (6.00). 

3324, Handles and knobs of artificial plastic 
materials for furniture, with or without parts 
of iron or other materials, per legal kilo- 
gram: 15.00 (8.00). 

3325, Unspecified manufactures of artificial 
plastic materials in general not covered in 
other tariff classifications, per legal kilogram: 
25.00 (15.00). 


These items continue to pay a unified 
surtax of 13.667 percent ad valorem c.i.f. 


None of the items are included in 
Peru’s list of concessions under the 
General Agreement on Tariffs and 
Trade.—Emb., Lima. 


SWITZERLAND 
Import of Some Animals Guarded 


Special authorization for import into 
Switzerland of certain animal and ani- 
mal products, announced in Foreign 
Commerce Weekly, February 16, 1953, 


page 9, is required by the Swiss Federal 
Veterinarian Office, not the French 
Veterinarian Office as stated in the 
former notice. 


Good Coffee Sales 


(Continued from Page 4) 








considered good, discounting the possi- 
bility of a significant drop in coffee 
prices or production. The coffee crop is 
expected to be good, although slightly 
smaller than in 1952. 


Efforts to diversify Colombia’s ex- 
ports probably will continue through 
1953, with additional bilateral trade 
agreements in prospect. It seems un- 
likely that the pattern of the cuuntry’s 
foreign trade will change materially. 
The list of prohibited imports and other 
measures of control over Colombia’s 
foreign exchange are expected to be 
continued, and there seems little rea- 
son to anticipate more freedom of 
trade or relaxation of exchange re- 
strictions—Emb. Bogota. 





Paraguay's Foreign Exchange 
(Continued from Page 9) 


imported free of exchange controls. 
However, such shipments are subject 
to a special tax of 2 percent ad valorem. 
In addition, the value of such merchan- 
dise is doubled for the purpose of 
assessing ad valorem customs charges, 

There is no limitation on. the fre- 
quency or contents of shipments con- 
taining essential goods, but luxury items 
for personal use are limited to-6 units 
per shipment, except that 1,000 ciga- 
rettes, and 24 bottles of liquor may be 
shipped, and to 1 shipment a week for 


_an individual or a firm. 
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U. S. GOVERNMENT ACTIONS 





MSA Again Financing 
Lubricants to Greece 


Normal financing of lubricating oils 
for Greece was resumed by the Mutual 
Security Agency on January 30, accord- 
ing to an announcement by the agency. 

MSA said that this action was taken 
as the Greek Government had decided to 
remove all direct restrictions on imports 
of these products, trusting to a foreign 
exchange tax and other fiscal controls 
to keep imports in line with normal re- 
quirements. 

The move is part of a recently adopt- 
ed policy of trade liberalization in whieh 
the Greek Government is progressively 
substituting indirect fiscal controls for 
the traditional quota restrictions im- 
posed on many imported goods, which in 
the case of lubricants had been intensi- 
fied 10 months ago, MSA said. 

Removal of quota and other import 
restrictions on lubricants was praised by 
MSA officials as a step in the progress 
of Greece toward free trade and as 
correcting an inequitable trade situa- 
tion. 

Resumption of normal financing of lu- 
bricating oils and greases by MSA was 
signaled by the issuance of an MSA pro- 
curement authorization of $1,000,000, 
which should be sufficient to meet cur- 
rent dollar lubricant requirements. 

The area of source of the lubricants 
is specified as the United States and 


No Time Schedule for 
Certain Metal Exports 


The time schedule for filing first- 
quarter 1953 applications to export sev- 
eral copper commodities as well as cor- 
rugated aluminum sheets has been re- 
moved, and applications may now be 
filed at any time, the Office of Interna- 
tional Trade has announced. 

This action follows the establishment 
of an “open-end” quota for these copper 
commodities beginning with the first 
quarter of 1953. Under an open-end 
quota, no quantitative limit on exports 
is set, but exports are controlled to pro- 
tect domestic supplies and the national 
security. 

The first-quarter quota for corrugated 
aluminum sheets (Schedule B No. 
630301) is 4,000,000 pounds. (See Foreign 
Commerce Weekly, Feb. 9, 1953, p. 27.) 

The copper commodities affected are 
copper-base alloy pipe fittings, including 
brass and bronze (Sch€dule B No. 
618957), copper pipe fittings (618959), 
brass and bronze welding electrodes and 
welding rods, including phosphor bronze 
(619034), phosphor copper brazing rods 
and wire (619034), copper welding rods 
and wires (619039). 

This action is announced in Current 
Export Bulletin No. 694, 


February 23, 1953 





possessions. Greece has normally de- 
pended on United States aid for at least 
70 percent of its requirements of these 
products, MSA stated. 

During the 10 months that Greece 
has had the more severe restrictions on 
lubricants, MSA has limited its financ- 
ing of these products for that country to 
a minimum amount necessary to supply 
the most urgent needs of Greece in 
meeting its NATO commitments. 





_Martin Firm Denied 


Export Privileges 


Martin Enterprises of New York City 
and its partners, Bernard Martin and 
Alvin E. Shulman, have been denied all 
export privileges for 18 months for 
export-control violations in connection 
with shipments of stainless-steel sheets 
to Brazil and Switzerland, the Office 
of International Trade has announced. 

The denial order holds in abeyance 
an additional 18 months’ suspension if 
the firm and its partners commit no/ 
further export-control violations during 
the entire 36-month period. 

The partners admitted the charges 
in consenting to the suspension order, 
which expires August 9, 1954. 


Early in 1952, the partners applied 
for a license to export a quantity of 
Type 302 nickel-bearing stainless-steel 
sheets, then in short supply and highly 
restricted as to use. The application 
was returned without action since the 
quota for that commodity had already 
been exhausted. 


Articles Incorrectly Described 


Aware of the limitations with respect 
to Type 302 and to nickel-bearing Type 
304, also in short supply, and an ap- 
parent plan to circumvent these limita- 
tions, the partners filed numerous ap- 
plications for licenses to export to 
Brazil and Switzerland a quantity of 
stainless-steel sheets that they repre- 
sented as nonnickel-bearing Type 430, 
which was in more plentiful supply. 

Two licenses for a total of 640,000 
pounds were granted, and the partners 
made eight shipments to Switzerland 
and Brazil of Type 302 and 304 sheets 
under the pretended authority of the 
licenses for the Type 430 sheets. The 
ninth attempted shipment was inter- 
cepted by Customs officials and upon 
inspection was found to be of Types 
302 and 304. The sheets in that lot were 
seized. 

In determining the length of the sus- 
pension, OIT took into consideration the 
fact that the offense was serious in that 
it not only involved a misdescription of 
articles but that it resulted in the re- 
moval, for potentially unimportant pur- 
poses, of a part of the very limited na- 
tional supply of a critical material. 

If the purpose of the misdescription 
had been to get the material into the 


Distribution of Rice 
Exports Announced 


A total of 1,974,780 bags of rice had 
been licensed as of February 15 for ex- 


port against the first-quarter 1953 allo- 
cation of 4,972,575 bags, the Office of 
International Trade has announced, 

The amount licensed, however, does 
not include the 2,100,000 bags to be pro- 
cured by the Quartermaster Corps and 
the Commodity Credit Corporation for 
use in Korean and Ryukuan military 
supply or civilian relief. Since shipments 
against the 2,100,000 bags do not re- 
quire an export license, figures on these 
shipments are not available to OIT. 

The unlicensed balance for commer- 
cial allocation in the first quarter, as of 
February 15, was 897,795 one-hundred 
pound bags. Countries having the largest 
unlicensed balances include Cuba, the 
Republic of Korea, and Hong Kong. 

Licenses issued against the first-quar-- 
ter allocation will be valid until April 
30, except for licenses receiving special 
handling, which will be valid for only 30 
days from the date of issuance. 


The accompanying table gives the 
status of licensing, as of February 15, of 
the first-quarter 1953 rice allocation, by 
country or area, in 100-pound bags: 

Allocation 
Jan.-March Licensed 
Dept. of Defense: on 
Military supply 


Balance 
to be 
licensed 





program ......... 900,000 (*) <iscomnciiiaa . 
Korean relief .... 1,000,000 “*) cnntiddbiaaiandls 
Ryukyus  .....ccccsee 200,000 @) a 

Belgium-Luxem- 

Sener <..cc 25,000 3,384 21,616 
Switzerland .......... ie 20,000 14,292 6,708 
Other European 

countries wu... 5,000 1,900 3,100 
CEG dasunattibcntitnetia 1,175,000 813,460 361,540 
Other Western 

Hemisphere 

countries 65,000 12,653 62,347 
JOU + diciticeeen 900,000 BOO; 000 nese... ccererses 
Indonesia  ............... 200,000 Te eneenen 
Middle East .......... xa 45,000 24,557 20,448 
Republic of Korea 200,000 200 199,800 
pe ee eae 20,000 5 19,995 
U. S. voluntary re- 

lief agencies .... 15,575 2,329 13,246 
Hong Kong  cccccccsce 200,000  cccrccccccceeeee 200,000 
De oc tetivideeniondiid 2,000 RRO: iscnisotenenn - 

Total ......... « 4,972,575 1,974,780 897,796 


1 These supplies are shipped on military vessels, 
and no validated export license is required by OFT. 





hands of unfriendly users, complete de- 
nial of all export license privileges for 
the duration of export controls would 
have been called for. However, there 
appeared to have been involved only 
commercial considerations. 
Furthermore, the consignee in Switz- 
erland actually required the steel for 
the manufacture of household articles, 
and the sheets exported to Brazil were 
ultimately distributed to manufacturers 
producing for the Brazilian navy. 
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New Books 
and Reports 


Yearbook of Industrial Trade Statistics, 
1951, Department of Economic Af- 
fairs, United Nations. New York. 
Columbia University Press, 1952. 272 


pp. $2.50. 

This is the second issue of the United 
Nations Yearbook of International 
Trade Statistics. It carries, for 52 
sountries, tables on special imports and 
exports, 1930-51, and tables showing 
trade by principal commodities and 
countries for 1938 and 1948-50. In some 
instances, 1951 is covered. In addition, 
for 20 of the 52 countries, this year’s 
volume gives tables for the trade by 
commodities according to the Standard 
International Trade Classification. 





Administration of Justice in Latin 

America. By Helen L. Clagett. New 
. York. Oceana Publications, 1952. 180 

pp. $5. 

This volume gives an over-all de- 
scription of the judicial systems and 
methods of the 20 Latin American Re- 
publics. It explains in brief form the 
complexities of the court systems and 
the qualifications and duties of judges, 
and treats of all courts—from the high- 
est down to the quasi-administrative 
special courts. A bibliography contains 
citations to the latest basic legislation 
in point, with at least one work deal- 
ing with each type of court in each 
country, where available. 





Instability in Export Markets of Under- 
Developed Countries. A United Na- 
tions publication. New York. Columbia 
University Press, 19538, 94 pp. $1. 

A study of the importance of exports 
in underdeveloped countries in deter- 
mining national income, rates of sav- 
ings, monetary stability, and the prog- 
ress of economic development programs. 
Based on findings covering the period 


Tariff Concession on 


Mustard Seed Studied 


An investigation, to determine 
whether the reduction in the U. S. im- 


port duty on whole mustard seeds under 
the General Agreement on Tariffs and 
Trade is causing or threatening serious 
injury to the domestic industry pro- 
ducing like or directly competitive 
products, was announced by the Tariff 
Commission on February 12. 

This investigation is being made un- 
der the “escape clause” of the Trade 
Agreements Extension Act of 1951, upon 
application of the Montana State Farm 
Bureau on behalf of domestic mustard- 
seed growers. 

If the Tariff Commission finds such 
injury to exist, it may, under «the law, 
recommend to the President the with- 
drawal or modification of the duty con- 
cession on the product concerned, or the 
establishment of an import quota. 





1901-50, and relating to 18 primary 
commodities which represent major ex- 
ports of selected countries. Contains 49 
tables. 


Tax Dates Postponed for 
China Trade Corporations 


The U. S. Treasury Department hag 
adopted without change regulations pre- 
viously proposed by it for postponement 
of tax dates of China Trade Act corpo- 
rations (see Foreign Commerce Weekly, 
Nov. 10, 1952, p. 22). 

The due dates for filing of Federal 
income-tax returns and payments by 
China Trade Act corporations covering 
the taxable years beginning January 1, 
1949, and ending September 30, 1953, 
are postponed. As specified in the reg- 
ulations, the postponement would not 
apply in certain situations. 


In general, this action also has the 
effect of permitting corporations ob- 
taining the postponement to postpone, 
as to those years, the distribution of 
special tax-savings dividends. Informa- 
tion concerning the adopted regulations 
(see Federal Register, Dec. 20, 1952) 
may be obtained from the Commissioner 
of Internal Revenue, Washington 25, 
D. C. 
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